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The Ohio EPA General 
Construction Permit can be 
found at 
http://www.epa.state.oh.us/dsw/
permits/final_constr_GP.html  

Chapter 

1  

Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plan (SWP3) 
General 

Background 

This guidance manual has been created to provide Engineers with a tool to assist with the 
creation of Stormwater Pollution Prevention Plans (SWP3s) for grading and construction 
sites.  SWP3s are required to be provided to the Lake County Stormwater Management 
Department (LCSMD) and/or the Lake County Soil and Water Conservation District 
(LCSWCD) prior to project approval or construction activity.  This manual discusses what 
issues will be reviewed by LCSMD and LCSWCD and 
provides guidance as to how to meet those 
requirements.  The information provided in this 
manual has been compiled from the Ohio EPA 
General Construction Permit No. OHC00002 
(effective April 21, 2003 to April 20, 2008).  More 
information on how to meet the conditions of the 
permit can be found in the latest edition of the Ohio 
Rainwater and Land Development, Ohio’s Standard for Stormwater Management, Land 
Development and Urban Stream Protection manual. 

The manual provides design guidance for any site disturbing one acre or greater.  For the 
designer’s convenience, a CD has also been provided at the end of this document with an 
assortment of detail drawings and general notes that can be used on design plans. 

A Notice of Intent (NOI) must be submitted to Ohio EPA 21 days prior to the 
commencement of any construction activity (NOI included in Appendix A).  An approved 
SWP3, the NOI, and the letter from the Ohio EPA director granting permit coverage must 
be immediately available on-site during working hours.  The SWP3 must be amended 
whenever there is a change in design, construction, operation, or maintenance which 
affects the potential for the discharge of pollutants or the SWP3 proves to be ineffective. 

A CD has been provided in Appendix G that contains sample general notes for inclusion on 
plans. 

Important Note: The development of a SWP3 for the LCSMD does not relieve the 
owner/applicant from the responsibility to obtain all other necessary 
permits or approvals from Federal, State, County or local agencies. 
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Chapter 

2  

SWP3 
Accompanying Documentation 

Background 

Operations that disturb more than one acre of land, or that are part of a larger common plan 
of development such as residential or commercial subdivisions, are required to submit a 
SWP3.  The SWP3 must include a detailed site description.   

Site Description Narrative  

The following items must be included in the narrative related to the site description. 

1. The nature and type of construction activity (ex. low density residential, commercial, 
industrial, roadway, utility, etc.). 

2. Description of the total area of the site that will be disturbed during construction.  
This includes areas located off-site, such as borrow and fill areas. 

3. Calculations for the pre-construction and post-construction runoff coefficients.  
These runoff coefficients must be calculated using the following table. 

Land Use Runoff 
Coefficient 

Industrial & Commercial 0.8 
High Density Residential (>8 
dwellings/acre) 

0.5 

Medium Density Residential 
(4 to 8 dwellings/acre) 

0.4 

Low Industry Residential (<4 
dwellings/acre) 

0.3 

Open Space and 
Recreational Areas 

0.2 

•  Table 1. OEPA Permit OHC000002, Part III.G.2.e 

A weighted average must be calculated for mixed land uses. 
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Example: Site has 60% low density residential, 30% high density 
residential and 10% open space. 

Calculation:  (0.6) (0.3) + (0.3) (0.5) + (0.1) (0.2) = 0.35 

4. An estimate of the percentage of the site that was impervious before construction 
and percentage after construction is complete.  

Example: 

 

During construction, all cleared and graded areas are considered impervious. 

5. A description of the soils on the property.   

6. Report on any prior water quality monitoring completed at the site. 

7. Information about prior land uses at the site.  

8. An implementation schedule for the sequence of all major construction activities and 
the implementation of erosion, sediment and stormwater management practices or 
facilities as they relate to each major construction activity.  This information should 
be very specific, including step by step instruction.  If more than one contractor is 
responsible to complete activities, then the task of each contractor should be 
specified. 

Example: 

Sequence of Construction: 
a. Clear – Contractor A 
b. Install sediment traps – Contractor A 
c. Grub – Contractor B 
d. Adjust sediment traps if topography has been altered – Contractor B 
e. Etc. 

 
More detailed examples can be found in Appendix B. 

 

Pre-construction – 
o% impervious 

During 
construction – 

80% impervious 

After construction 
– 50% impervious 
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9. Name(s) and location(s) of all receiving streams.  This can be a verbal description, 
but a map would also be acceptable. 

Example: 

Unnamed tributary (0.1 mi) – Red Creek (0.5 mi) – Grand River (1.2 mi) – Lake 
Erie (0.4 mi) (distances to confluence) 

10. A description of all wetlands or other special aquatic sites which will be disturbed 
and/or are a receiving water for site runoff.  A map of the wetland boundary should 
also be included. 

11. The location and description of stormwater discharges associated with dedicated 
asphalt and/or concrete batch plants covered by the NPDES Construction 
Stormwater General Permit.  Best management practices (BMP) are required to be 
specified for the plants associated with road projects. 

12. Descriptive and technical documentation to support the selection of particular post-
construction BMPs.  See Chapter 5 for a more detailed description of these 
requirements. 

13. A copy of the NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit. 

A fill-in-the-blank type form is included in Appendix C that, if filled out properly, will assist 
designers meet the Site Description provision of the General Construction Permit. 
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Chapter 

3  

SWP3 
Site Plan Requirements 

Background 

The General Construction Permit requires that several specific components be shown on 
the detailed site plan for proposed projects.  The SWP3 cannot be approved unless these 
items are shown, or there is a compelling reason why they are not.  A detailed explanation 
as to why something has been excluded must be included in the SWP3 or the plans cannot 
be approved by LCSMD. 

Detailed Site Plan Requirements 

The detailed site plan for the proposed project must include several items to conform to the 
Ohio EPA General Construction Permit.  These items include: 

1. Limits of earth-disturbing activity including an associated off-site areas (ex. borrow or 
spill areas). 

2. Soils types for all areas of the site.  Special attention should be given to unstable or 
highly erodible soils. 

3. Existing and proposed contours.  

4. Existing and proposed drainage watersheds including the size of each watershed in 
acres (this is for the full drainage area, not just the site). 

5. Surface water locations including springs, wetlands, streams, lakes, water wells, etc. 
on or within 200 feet of the site. 

6. Boundaries for wetlands or stream channels and first subsequent named receiving 
water(s) that the project intends to fill or relocate (must seek approval from Army 
Corps of Engineers and/or Ohio EPA for this). 

7. Existing and proposed buildings, roads, parking facilities, and utilities. 

8. Location of all erosion and sediment control practices, including the location of areas 
likely to require temporary stabilization during the course of site development. 
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9. Location of sediment and stormwater management basins noting their settling 
volume and contributing drainage area (during construction and after). 

10. Location of permanent stormwater management practices to be used to control 
pollutants in stormwater after construction operations have been completed. 

11. Areas designated for the storage or disposal of solid, sanitary, and toxic wastes 
(including dumpsters areas) 

12. Areas designated for concrete truck washout 

13. Areas designated for vehicle fueling. 

14. Location of designated construction entrances where the vehicles will enter and exit 
the construction site.  This is not required on a linear project.  A detail for the 
construction of the entrance must be included. 

15. Location of any in-stream activities including stream crossings. 

16. Detailed drawings of a typical individual lot with sediment and erosion controls for 
projects without centralized sediment controls (ex. residential sublot of a 
subdivision). 

17. Detail drawings for all sediment control devices. 
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Chapter 

4  

SWP3 
Erosion and Sediment Control 

Background 

It is important to make use of practices that preserve the existing natural condition of 
the site as much as feasible.  Proper sediment and erosion controls can significantly 
reduce the impact of construction on the natural environment. 

Land Disturbance 

Every effort must be made to minimize the amount of land disturbed on the site both during 
construction and after.  If land disturbance is necessary, then construction should be phased 
to minimize the amount disturbed at any one time. 

Standard Notes (to be included on plan) 
 
Limits to clearing and grading shall be marked clearly on site before any grubbing or 
earth disturbing activity shall begin. 

 

Erosion Control 

SWP3 plans for development should be designed to minimize erosion.  Erosion control 
generally requires a change in how a construction site is managed.  For example, the 
practice of temporary seeding and mulching will typically be done several times during the 
course of construction.  Temporary seeding & mulching may be disturbed several times 
during construction and replacement applications will be required.  Erosion control is the 
most cost effective and efficient way to reduce sediment pollution.  Permanent seeding and 
stabilization is required at the completion of construction activity. 
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The following tables outline the required stabilization for disturbed areas.   

Temporary Stabilization 

Area Time Frame 
Any disturbed areas within 50 ft. of a 
stream, not at final grade 

Within 2 days of the most recent 
disturbance if the area will remain 
idle for more than 21 days 

For all construction activities, any 
disturbed areas that will be dormant 
for more than 21 days but less than 
one year 

Within 7 days of the most recent 
disturbance within the area. 
For residential subdivisions, 
disturbed areas must be stabilized 
at least 7 days prior to transfer of 
permit coverage for the individual 
lot(s). 

Disturbed areas that will be idle over 
winter 

Prior to Nov. 1 

Where vegetative stabilization techniques may cause structural instability 
or are otherwise unobtainable, alternative stabilization techniques must be 
employed. 

•  Table 2. Ohio EPA Permit No. OHC000002, Part III.G.b.i 

 

Permanent Stabilization 

Area Time Frame 
Any areas that will lie dormant for 
one year or more 

Within 7 days of the most recent 
disturbance 

Any areas within 50 ft. of a stream 
and at final grade 

Within 2 days of reaching final 
grade 

Any other areas at final grade Within 7 days of reaching final 
grade within that area 

• Table 1. Ohio EPA Permit No. OHC000002, Part III.G.b.i 

There are several options for restabilizing areas in between construction operations.  These 
include: 

•  Mulching (straw) 
•  Matting (jute, excelsior, or other rolled erosion control products) 
•  Sodding 
•  Temporary seeding 

 

A more detailed description and specifications for these options can be found in the latest 
edition of the “Rainwater and Land Development” manual, prepared by ODNR.   
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Important Note:  Whatever type of stabilization method is employed, time of year is a factor 
that must be considered.   

See temporary/permanent seeding specification table below. 

Standard Temporary/Permanent Seeding Specification (to be included on 
plan) 

Seeding Dates Species Mixes Lbs./1,000 ft.2 Per Acre 

Oats, 3 128 lb. 

Tall Fescue, and 1 40 lb. 

Annual Ryegrass 1 40 lb. 

Perennial Ryegrass, 1 40 lb. 

Tall Fescue, and 1 40 lb. 

March 1 to August 15 

Annual Ryegrass 1 40 lb. 

Rye, 3 112 lb. 

Tall Fescue, and 1 40 lb. 

Annual Ryegrass 1 40 lb. 

Wheat , 3 120 lb. 

Tall Fescue, and 1 40 lb. 

Annual Ryegrass 1 40 lb. 

Perennial Ryegrass, 1 40 lb. 

Tall Fescue, and 1 40 lb. 

August 16 to     

November 1 

Annual Ryegrass 1 40 lb. 

November 1 to Spring 
Seeding 

Use mulch only, Sodding practices, or dormant seeding 

Note: other approved seed species may be substituted 

Table from ODNR Rainwater and Land Development Manual 
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Standard Notes (to be included on plan) 
 
Disturbed areas that will remain inactive for a period of twenty-one (21) days or longer 
shall be stabilized with seeding and mulching, or other appropriate means, within seven 
(7) days after earth moving ceases.  Permanent soils stabilization shall be installed within 
seven (7) days after final grade is reached on any portion of the site. 
 
Stabilize areas within fifty (50) feet of any stream or wetland within two (2) days on all 
inactive disturbed areas that will remain inactive for fourteen (14) days or longer. 
 
All sediment ponds, sediment traps, earthen diversions or embankments shall be seeded 
and mulched within seven (7) days of completed construction. 
 
Seeded areas shall be inspected and where the seed has not produced 80% cover shall 
be reseeded as necessary by the contractor.  Areas shall be stabilized with mulch when 
conditions prohibit seeding. 
 
Straw mulching shall be applied at a rate of 2-3 standard 45-lb. bales per 1000 sq.ft. of 
disturbed area or two (2) tons per acre.  All hydroseeding must be straw mulched 
according to the above specifications unless it is watered weekly. 

 

Runoff Control 

Runoff must be controlled from disturbed areas to prevent erosion from occurring.  Practices 
to control the runoff can include: 

•  Rock check dams (reduce flow velocities) 
•  Diversions to direct flow away from exposed soils 
•  Protective grading practices (tracking, stair-step grading, grooving) 
•  Pipe slope drains (divert concentrated flow) 
 

These practices should be implemented to direct runoff away from disturbed areas and 
protect steep slopes where possible.  

Specific design guidance for the runoff control practices listed above can be found in the 
latest edition of the “Rainwater and Land Development” manual, prepared by ODNR. 

Sediment Control 

Sediment control devices must be constructed for all areas on the site that will remain 
disturbed for over 14 days.  Consideration must be given to how much acreage will be 
disturbed when the controls are selected. 

Options for sediment control include: 
•  Sediment settling ponds and sediment traps 
•  Silt fences  (sheet erosion only) 
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•  Earth diversion dikes or channels which direct runoff to a sediment settling 
pond or vegetated settling area 

•  Storm drain inlet protection 

All sediment controls must be capable of ponding runoff in order to be considered functional.  
Earth diversion dikes or channels alone are not considered a sediment control practice 
unless they are used in conjunction with a sediment settling pond or settling area. 

Detailed drawings of all sediment control devices are to be included on the plans. 

It is important to remember that sediment controls must be installed within 7 days of 
clearing/grubbing activities.  Also, as the site develops, consideration must be given to 
changing slopes and topography and provisions must be made to ensure the proper 
operation of the sediment control devices over all phases of the project. 

Sediment Settling Ponds 

 If it is found that the concentrated runoff from the site will exceed the design 
capacity of a silt fence or inlet protection, a sediment settling pond must be used.  
A sediment settling pond is also required for any site with greater than 10 acres 
of disturbance.  Sites with less than 10 acres of disturbed area can construct 
smaller sediment basins or traps. 

If the designer proposes to use an alternate method when a sediment settling 
pond is required, they must request approval from Ohio EPA and LCSMD.  In 
order to receive approval the alternate method must be shown to be equivalent 
in effectiveness. 

Pond specifications: 

Item Details 
Size Greater than or equal to 67 yd3 

(0.04 ac.-ft.) of storage per acre of 
total contributing drainage area 

Depth Less than or equal to 5 ft. 
Configuration of inlet to 
outlet 

>2:1 length to width (see Fig. 1) 
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Inlet to outlet design must ensure that short circuiting is prevented. 

Sediment must be removed from the pond when sediment reduces the design 
volume by 40%.  This is typically when the sediment depth is half the basin 
depth. 

Public safety must be considered when designing a sediment settling pond, 
especially as it relates to children.  Alternate sediment controls must be used 
where the site limits a safe design. 

Silt Fence / Diversions 

Sheet flow from denuded areas must be intercepted by silt fences or diversions 
to protect adjacent property and watercourses from sediment transport. 

Silt fences are only to be used for sheet flow situations and must be constructed 
on the level contour.  The maximum drainage area allowed behind the silt fence 
for a particular slope is detailed below: 

Maximum Drainage Area to 
100 Linear Feet of Silt Fence 

(in acres) 

Range of Slope for a 
Particular Drainage Area 

(in percent) 
0.5 <2 
0.25 ≥2 but <20 
0.125 ≥20 but <50 

 

Figure 1. Flow Routing Example
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Runoff diversions must be used to keep runoff away from disturbed areas and 
steep slopes, where practical.  Diversions structures can include: 

•  Grassed Swales, 
•  Grassed Dikes or Berms.  
 

These devices may only be used for areas that receive stormwater from less 
than 10 acres. 

Where any of the above criteria are exceeded, a diversion directing runoff to a 
sediment- settling pond is required.   

More detailed design information for silt fences and diversions can be found in 
the latest edition of the ODNR Rainwater and Land Development Manual. 
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Standard Detail (to be listed with installation and maintenance 

specifications) 
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Inlet Protection 

Flow of sediment-laden water into an active storm drain system must be 
minimized, unless the storm drain system drains to a sediment-settling pond.  If 
a structural practice such as curb inlet protection is not used, then it is important 
that another program be maintained.  There are several non-structural options 
which may be employed for protecting the drainage system including silt fences 
across lot frontage, prompt seeding and mulching, street cleaning, and on-lot 
construction entrances. 

 

Standard Detail (to be listed with installation and maintenance 

specifications) 
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Stream Protection 

The natural riparian setback adjacent to streams or other surface waters should be 
preserved during and after construction.  Recommended riparian setback standards are as 
follows: 

Square Mileage of 
Watershed 

Buffer Size on either 
side of stream 

0 – 2.5 miles2 25 ft. 
2.5 – 5 miles2 40 ft. 
5 – 10 miles2 50 ft. 
10 – 20 miles2 75 ft. 
20 – 50 miles2 100 ft. 

> 50 miles2 120 .ft 
•  Table 1. Lake County, Ohio Subdivision Regulations, p. 33 

 

If construction activities disturb areas adjacent to streams, structural controls must be 
designed to protect the stream from the impacts of sediment-laden runoff.    These structural 
controls shall not be installed in-stream. 

A minimum 25-foot setback from the watercourse’s floodway or ordinary high water mark of 
the watercourse is recommended to maintain a natural permanent buffer.   In places that 
impacts within the buffer area are unavoidable due to the nature of the construction activities 
(i.e. utility crossings), the number of stream crossings and the width of the disturbance must 
be minimized. 

Important Note:  Seeding and mulching within 50 feet of the stream shall occur within two 
days if these areas are to remain inactive for fourteen days or longer. 

 

Stream Crossings  

Culverted stream crossings are to be constructed entirely of stone, rock, or clean recycled 
concrete- never soil.  They are to be constructed in a way that minimizes the disturbance of 
a bed and bank of the stream as much as possible.  Existing stream bank vegetation shall 
be preserved to the maximum extent practical and the crossing shall be as narrow as 
practical.  
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Standard Detail (to be listed with installation and maintenance specifications) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard Notes (to be included on plan) 
 
Sediment control shall be accomplished by seeding and mulching all disturbed areas 
immediately upon completion of excavation or fill and finish grading in accordance with 
specifications of the ODNR Rainwater and Land Development Manual. 
 
Sediment ponds, sediment traps, and perimeter sediment controls, shall be implemented 
as the first step of grading and within seven (7) days from the start of grubbing.  They 
shall continue to function until disturbed areas are re-established with temporary 
vegetation.  No sediment controls shall be placed in a stream. 
 
All sediment ponds, sediment traps, earthen diversions or embankments shall be seeded 
and mulched within seven (7) days of completed construction. 
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Stabilize areas within fifty (50) feet of any stream or wetland within two (2) days on all 
inactive disturbed areas that will remain inactive for fourteen (14) days or longer. 
 
Stream crossings shall be constructed entirely of stone, rock, or clean recycled concrete.  
Soil or earthen material may not be used.  A twenty-foot (20) stone apron on either side 
of the stream shall be constructed to prevent localized sedimentation.   All disturbed 
areas of the bank within fifty (50) feet of the stream shall be stabilized with seed and 
mulch within 2 days of the disturbance. 
 

 

Trench Dewatering and Groundwater Controls 

Sediment laden water that is removed from trenches or other facilities is to be directed to a 
sediment-settling pond or other equally effective sediment control device.  Alternatively, the 
sediment can be removed by settling in place, dewatering into a sump pit, filter bag or a 
comparable practice. 

Groundwater dewatering which does not contain sediment or other pollutants does not 
require treatment prior to discharge although a non-erosive channel must be provided for it’s 
conveyance. 

Dewatering activities shall not cause turbid discharges to surface waters. 

Important Note:  At no time can an untreated discharge from a basement, footer drain, 
trench, borrow pit, or any other sediment laden depression be pumped 
directly onto the street or into a storm sewer inlet. 

Standard Notes (to be included on plan) 
 
Trench dewatering or ground water, which contains sediment shall pass through a 
sediment- settling pond or equally effective sediment control device.  Alternatives may 
include dewatering into sump pit, filter bag or existing vegetated upslope area.  Sediment 
laden water shall not be discharged to streams or the storm sewer system. 

 

Site Traffic 

Sediment and dust generation from vehicle traffic must be minimized.  Construction 
entrances shall be utilized by all contractor traffic and maintained throughout construction. 
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Standard Detail (to be listed with installation and maintenance specifications) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Standard Notes (to be included on plan) 
 
Construction entrances shall be installed at all ingress and egress locations to eliminate 
off-site vehicle tracking of sediments.  Sediments shall be removed from roadways daily. 

 

Inspections 

The contractor is responsible to have qualified inspection personnel conduct an inspection of 
the site every seven days, at a minimum.  Additionally, inspections are required within 24 
hours of a storm event greater than 0.5 inches of rain per 24-hour period.  All disturbed 
areas, material storage areas, erosion and sediment control devices/measures, discharge 
locations and vehicle access points must be inspected and deemed to be operating 
properly. 

Standard Notes (to be included on plan) 
 
The contractor shall be responsible for erosion control maintenance and inspections on a 
weekly basis and after all rain events producing ½” of rain per 24 hours.  A written record 
documenting the results of these inspections must be created and maintained with the 
SWP3. 
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Maintenance 

Controls must be repaired or maintained to ensure continued performance of their intended 
function.  They must remain functional until all upslope areas are permanently stabilized.  
Sediment control structures must be repaired or properly maintained within 7 days of a failed 
inspection.  All other controls must be repaired or properly maintained within 3 days of a 
failed inspection or when needed. 

Standard Notes (to be included on plan) 
 
Contractor shall comply with the maintenance schedule included in the approved plans 
for the proposed erosion controls.  A written document containing the signatures of all 
contractors and sub-contractors involved in the implementation of the SWP3 must be 
maintained as proof acknowledging that they reviewed and understand the conditions 
and responsibilities of the SWP3.   
 
Additional erosion control BM’s may be mandated by the governing agency. 

 

Single Lot Erosion and Sediment Control Requirements 

The site plans for individual lots must show erosion and sediment controls including 
accompanying erosion control notes.  Each site plan must reflect existing and proposed 
topography and building conditions and have the erosion and sediment controls designed to 
reflect that.  Each individual site plan is also required to have labeled topography (at 1-foot 
intervals), street names, sublot numbers, the subdivision name, and date.  The following 
BMPs are required to be shown on the site plans for a single lot: 

•  Stoned construction entrance underlain with the appropriate geotextile 
•  Temporary seeding and mulching of all disturbed areas (first 30’ from street) 

and stormwater facilities within the rights-of-way 
•  Storm sewer inlet protection for rear yard drains and catch basins 
•  Temporary seeding within 50 feet of any stream or wetland  
•  Silt fencing (where necessary) 
•  Concrete washout basin 

A sample single lot site plan has been included in Appendix D.  Standards and specifications 
for these practices can be found in the latest edition of the ODNR Rainwater and Land 
Development Manual. 
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Chapter 

5  

SWP3 
Post Construction Stormwater Management 

Background 

Post-construction stormwater management practices are to protect stormwater runoff quality 
and quantity.  This in turn will protect the physical, chemical and biological characteristics of 
the receiving stream.  The SWP3 is to contain a description of the post-construction best 
management practices (BMPs) as well as the rationale for their selection.  The rationale 
must include possible impacts on the morphology, hydrology and water quality of the 
receiving stream. 

Exclusions 

Linear construction projects (ex. Pipeline or utility installation) which do not result in the 
construction of an impervious surface are not required to include post-construction BMPs in 
their SWP3.  However, linear projects must be designed to minimize stream crossings and 
the width of disturbance. 

Public entities (ie. state, counties, villages, cities, or townships) are excluded from post-
construction BMP compliance for roadway projects initiated before March 10, 2006 (see 
ODOT supplemental specification 832 and 833). 

Post-Construction BMPs 

Post-construction BMPs are required for all construction projects disturbing more than one 
acre (except for the exclusion noted above).  Longterm maintenance plans must be provided 
to the site operator once construction of structural BMPs has been completed.  A copy of the 
Maintenance Plan must be submitted to LCSMD prior to completion of construction and 
operation of stormwater management facilities (see Appendix E for a sample plan).  It is also 
suggested that a contract be completed for proper operation of those facilities. 

Design guidance has been broken into two categories.  Small construction sites are 
considered sites that will disturb between 1 and 5 acres of land that are not part of a larger 
common plan.  Large construction sites are those disturbing 5 acres or more or that are part 
of a larger common plan of development such as subdivisions. 
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Small Construction Activities (1 to 5 acres of disturbance) 

On small construction sites, measures must be included in the design to control 
pollutants in stormwater discharges after construction is complete.  All structural 
measures should be placed on upland slopes, if possible. 

Structural BMPs that may be used include but are not limited to: 

•  Stormwater detention structures 
•  Stormwater retention structures 
•  Open vegetated swales and natural swales for flow 

attenuation 
•  Infiltration of runoff onsite 
•  A combination of several practices that control pollutants 

 
The SWP3 must include an explanation of the technical basis used to select the 
BMP where flows exceed pre-development levels. 

Non-structural BMPs may also be used (ex. Signage, stenciling, etc.), but the 
SWP3 must include a detailed description of what will be used and why. 
 
Designers must be aware that the selected BMP(s) must be site specific.  For 
example, a gas station must have an oil/water separator installed. 
 
Whichever method of post-construction BMP is selected, velocity dissipation 
devices must be placed at discharge locations and along the length of any outfall 
channel.  These devices are required to limit erosion in the existing watercourse 
and ensure that there are no significant changes to the receiving water 
hydrology. 
 
Large Construction Sites (≥ 5 acres disturbance) 

Post-construction BMP(s) are required for all construction sites that will disturb 
five or more acres of land in order to detain stormwater runoff for the protection 
of the stream channel, for erosion control and improved water quality.  The 
selected BMP(s) must be a permanent structural part of the site drainage 
system, must be sized to treat the water quality volume (WQv), and must comply 
with Ohio’s Water Quality Standards in OAC Chapter 3745-1.  Consideration 
must also be given to flood control volume. 

There are two methods that can be used to calculate the WQv: 

1. Through a site-specific hydrologic study.  The local long-term hourly 
precipitation records must be used. 
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2. Using the following equation: 

WQv = C * P * A/12 

Where: 

WQv  = water quality volume in acre-feet 
C  = runoff coefficient (see Table below) 
P  = 0.75 inches of precipitation depth 
A  = area draining into BMP in acres (includes offsite 
area) 

 

Land Use Runoff 
Coefficient 

Industrial & Commercial 0.8 
High Density Residential (>8 
dwellings/acre) 

0.5 

Medium Density Residential (4 
to 8 dwellings/acre) 

0.4 

Low Industry Residential (<4 
dwellings/acre) 

0.3 

Open Space and Recreational 
Areas 

0.2 

•  Table 1. OEPA Permit OHC000002, Part III.G.2.e 

If a site has mixed uses, it is important to ensure that the runoff 
coefficient is calculated properly.  A weighted average of the above 
runoff coefficients must be used. 
 
For example: 
 
20% of the site is commercial 
60% of the site is high density residential 
20% of the site is open space 
 
Runoff Coeff. (total) = (%/100)*C1+ (%/100)*C2+(%/100)*C3+ etc 

  CT = (0.20)(0.8) + (0.60)(0.5) + (0.20)(0.2) 
  CT = 0.5 

 
There are several structural BMPs that can be used to provide post-construction 
stormwater management.  These include: 

•  Water quality ponds 
•  Infiltration trench 
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•  Sand filter 
•  Grass filter 
•  Bioretention area 

Detailed design guidance can be found in the latest edition of the “Land 
Development and Rainwater Manual” produced by ODNR.  It should be noted 
that if the structural BMP selected will be used for sediment storage and/or has 
reduced infiltration capacity, the WQv must be increased by an additional 20%. 

Required drain times for the structural post-construction BMPs are as follows: 

BMP Drain Time 
of WQv 

Infiltration 24 – 48 hours 
Vegetated Swale and 
Filter Strip 

24 hours 

Extended Detention 
Basin (Dry Basins) 

48 hours 

Retention Basins (Wet 
Basins)* 

24 hours 

Constructed Wetlands 
(above permanent 
pool) 

24 hours 

Media Filtration, 
Bioretention 

40 hours 

* Provide both a permanent pool and an 
extended detention volume above the 
permanent pool, each sized at 0.75 * WQv 

•  Table 2. OEPA Permit OHC000002, Part III.G.2.e 

If the designer chooses to use a BMP other than those listed in the above table, 
it must have equivalent effectiveness.  In other words, it must be designed to 
drain over a minimum of 24 hours, it must have a total suspended solids removal 
of 85 – 88%, and it must capture 85% of the storms.  Also, a plan must be 
submitted that identifies who is responsible for maintenance. 

If a pre-existing drainage structure is going to be used to treat stormwater, it must be 
shown that it is sized appropriately to treat the WQv. 

Redevelopment Projects 

For redevelopment projects that disturb more than 5 acres of land, post-construction BMPs 
must ensure a 20% net reduction of the site impervious area or provide treatment for 20% of 
the WQv.  A combination of the two may be acceptable. 
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Chapter 

6  

SWP3 
Non-Sediment Pollutant Controls 

Background 

No pollutant is allowed to be discharged in stormwater runoff.  Pollutants include solids 
wastes other than sediment, including building materials, and liquid waste.  Pollutants must 
be disposed of in a proper manner in accordance with local, state and federal regulations. 

Toxic or Hazardous Materials 

Plan general notes must include language on how to properly dispose of toxic or hazardous 
materials and procedures for proper spill clean up.  This information can be general unless 
the designer has knowledge of a specific chemical being used on the site.  The plans must 
provide areas for recycling of used or unused hazardous materials.  This requirement has 
been implemented to eliminate the disposal of toxic and hazardous materials into storm 
drains, septic tanks, or by burying, burning or mixing the wastes. 

Waste Disposal 

Containers must be available on the construction site for the disposal of debris, trash, 
hazardous or petroleum wastes.  All containers must be covered and leak-proof. 

Clean Hard Fill 

Clean hard fill is considered to be bricks, concrete and uncontaminated soil waste.  Clean 
hard fill may be used on the construction site, but there should be language on the plans 
stating that it must have no contaminants. 

Note:  Check with the Lake County General Health District for more detailed information on 
what qualifies as clean hard fill. 

Construction and Demolition Debris 

All construction and demolition debris (CD&D) must be disposed of in an Ohio EPA 
approved CD&D landfill or a solid waste landfill.  The plans must include a note that directs 
such debris to be disposed of in a proper manner.   Open burning of construction waste or 
land clearing waste is not permitted. 
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Construction Chemical Debris 

The plans must designate an area for mixing and storing of compounds such as fertilizers, 
lime, asphalt, or concrete.  They should be stored inside if possible, or under a cover.  The 
storage areas must be located away from watercourses, drainage ditches, field drains, or 
other stormwater drainage areas. 

Equipment Fueling and Maintenance 

The site plans must designate an area for fueling and/or performing vehicle maintenance.  
This area must be away from watercourses, drainage ditches, field drains, or other water 
drainage areas. 

Any site that has one or more storage tank of 660 gallons or more, total above ground tank 
storage of 1330 gallons, or below ground tank storage of 42,000 gallons of fuel must 
prepare a Spill Prevention Control and Countermeasures (SPCC) plan. 

Concrete Wash Waters 

All concrete wash waters must be directed to a designated site located away from 
watercourses, drainage ditches, field drains, or other water drainage areas.  This site must 
be shown on the plans and clearly identified on the construction site. 

Contaminated Soils 

Notes must be included on the site plans indicating the handling and disposal requirements 
for petroleum or other chemically contaminated soils. 

 Spill Reporting Requirements 

The SWP3 must include a note directing individuals to contact Ohio EPA at 800-282-9378, 
the local fire department, and the local emergency planning committee (440-951-5252) in 
the event of a spill of petroleum fuel (>25 gallons) or the presence of a sheen.  On projects 
north of Route 2, the Coast Guard must also be notified. 

Notes must also be present detailing a spill response for a small release (less than 25 
gallons). 

Open Burning 

Open burning is prohibited.  

Dust Controls/Suppressants 

The SWP3 should provide a note about the need for dust controls.  If dust controls are 
required near catch basins, storm sewers or other drainage areas, inlet protection must be 
implemented.  It should be noted that oil is strictly prohibited for use as a dust suppressant. 



  
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX A 

Notice of Intent 



For Ohio EPA Use Only

Check ID (OFA):                                     

Person:                                                   

Place:                                                     

DOC #:                                                    

ORG #:                                                   

Rev. ID #:                                                

Notice of Intent (NOI) For Coverage Under Ohio Environmental
Protection Agency General Permit

(Read accompanying instructions carefully before completing this form)
Submission of this NOI constitutes notice that the party identified in Section I of this form intends to be authorized to discharge into state surface waters under
Ohio EPA’s NPDES general permit program.  Becoming a permittee obligates a discharger to comply with the terms and conditions of the permit.  Complete all
required information as indicated by the instructions.  Forms transmitted by fax will not be accepted.  A check for the proper amount must accompany this form and
be made payable to "Treasurer, State of Ohio." (See the fee table in Attachment D of the NOI instructions for the appropriate processing fee)

I. Applicant Information/Mailing Address

Company (Applicant) Name: ___________________________________________________________________________________

Mailing (Applicant) Address:   __________________________________________________________________________________

City:  _______________________________________________ State:  _________________  Zip Code:  __________________

Contact Person:   __             ______________________   ___   Phone:  ____________________ Fax:  ____________________

Contact E-Mail Address:  ______________________________________________________________________________________

II. Facility/Site Location Information

Facility Name:  ____          ______________________________________________________________________________________

Facility Address/Location:  _________   __________________________________________________________________________

City:  _______________________________________________ State:  _________________  Zip Code:  __________________

County(ies):  ______________________________________     Township(s):  ____________________________________________

Facility Contact Person:   ________________________   ___   Phone:  ____________________ Fax:  ____________________

Facility Contact E-Mail Address:  _ ______________________________________________________________________________

Quarter:  ________________________   Section(s):  _____________________ Range:   ______________________________

Receiving Stream or MS4:  _ ________   __________________________________________________________________________

If aware of a state nature preserve within 1,000 feet of the facility/site, check here:

Enter river code here, if discharge is to a river designated scenic, wild, or recreational, or to a tributary within 1,000 feet (see instructions):

General Permit Number:                                                                                                    Initial Coverage:                          Renewal Coverage:      

Type of Activity:  

SIC Code(s):   - _________             - _________               - _________               - _________

Existing NPDES Permit Number:  ___________________________________________________

ODNR Coal Mining Application Number:  _____________________________________________

Outfall: Design Flow (MGD) Latitude Longitude

________ _________________ _________________ __________________

________ _________________ _________________ __________________

________ _________________ _________________ __________________

________ _________________ _________________ __________________

Other DSW Permits Required: _____________________________________________________

Proposed Project Start Date (MO DY YR):  _______________ Estimated Completion Date:  (MO DY YR):  _______________

Total Land Disturbance (Acres):  _______        __ MS4 Drainage Area (Square Miles):                        

Payment Information: Check #  _______________ Check Amount: ________________ Date of Check:  _______________________

I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system designed to assure that
qualified personnel properly gather and evaluate the information submitted. Based on my inquiry of the person or persons who manage the system, 
or those persons directly responsible for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of my knowledge and belief, true, accurate, and complete. I am
aware that there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations.

Applicant Name:  __________________________________________________________________________ Title:  _______________________________________________

Applicant Signature:  __________________________________________________________________________________ Date:  ________________________________

   
 EPA  4494  (Rev. 1/03)                                                                                                                                                                                              Click to clear all entered information

bhall
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Ohio EPA Notice of Intent (NOI) Application form - For Requesting Coverage
Instructions Under An Ohio Environmental Protection Agency General Permit

** IMPORTANT**
DO NOT COMPLETE THE NOI WITHOUT FIRST READING THESE INSTRUCTIONS.

What is a NOI Application Form?
NOI stands for Notice of Intent.  It is a one-page application form to request initial coverage or to
renew coverage under a general permit.  The applicant must certify their intention to comply with
a general permit by submitting a complete NOI.  The application shall be submitted to Ohio EPA’s
Central Office.

Who Must File a NOI Application Form?
Any discharge of water, with certain exceptions for storm water, from a point source must be
covered by a permit from Ohio EPA.  Federal regulations at 40 CFR 122 and the Ohio Revised
Code at section 6111.04 prohibit point source discharges to waters of the state without first
obtaining a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) permit.  This includes point
source discharges of storm water associated with industrial and construction activity and certain
municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s).

There are two types of NPDES permits; 1) individual permits and 2) general permits.  A facility with
a discharge must apply for one of these permits using either this NOI application form (for general
permit coverage, assuming a general permit exists for the type of discharge) OR Form 1 and the
appropriate supplementary forms (for an individual permit, which can be written for any type of
discharge).  If a facility applies for coverage under a general permit, and if all of the eligibility
requirements of the general permit are not met, the facility will be required to submit an application
for an individual permit.  If a facility is eligible to be covered under the general permit and has
additional waste streams that are not covered by the general permit, it is preferred that all
discharges be covered by one permit (i.e., the individual permit).

Each applicant must meet the requirements found in the general permits regarding eligibility and
applicability.  Do not submit the NOI application form unless you meet all of those requirements.

The following is a list of the various discharges that may be covered by a general permit. Please
note that these names are shortened versions of the actual names on the general permits.

General Permit Authorization to Discharge: General Permit Number:
1. Industrial Storm Water OHR000003
2. Construction Site Storm Water OHC000002
3. Coal Surface Mining Activities OHM000001
4. Non-contact Cooling Water OHN000002
5. Petroleum Corrective Actions OHU000002
6. Small Sanitary Dischargers OHS000001
7. MS4 - Baseline OHQ000001
8. MS4 - Rapidly Developing Watershed OHQ100000
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Where to file NOI Application Form

NOIs must be sent to the following address:
Ohio Environmental Protection Agency
Office of Fiscal Administration
P.O. Box 1049
Columbus, OH  43216-1049

** IMPORTANT **
Responses must be typewritten or printed legibly in the spaces provided. NOIs
transmitted by FAX will not be accepted.  Incomplete NOI application forms, including
those submitted without the application fee, will be returned to the applicant for
resubmission.

Completing the Form

All responses must be typewritten or printed legibly in the appropriate areas only.  Please place
each character slightly above the appropriate line on the NOI application form.  If necessary,
abbreviate to stay within the space allowed for each item.  Use only one space for breaks between
words.  If the requested information does not apply to your facility, leave it blank.  Do not include
any symbols or punctuation marks unless otherwise noted in these instructions.  Each NOI
application form must be accompanied by a check for payment of the proper application fee.  Be
sure to read the instructions printed at the top of NOI application form before completing the
form.

I. Applicant Information/Mailing Address
Company Name: Fill in the legal name of the firm, person, public organization, or other

entity that operates the facility or site described in this application.  The name of the
operator may or may not be the same as the facility.  The company name is the name of
the responsible party that is the legal entity that controls the facility's operation rather than
the plant or site manager.  Do not use a colloquial name.

Mailing Address: Enter the complete mailing address; including street address, city, state,
and zip code.  The permit and any correspondence will be mailed to this address.

Contact Person: Give the name of a contact person who is responsible for addressing
NPDES requirements.

Phone and Fax: Provide the contact person’s phone and fax numbers as: area code
exchange numbers.

E-Mail Address: Enter the contact person’s e-mail address, if available.

II. Facility/Site Location Information
Facility Name: Enter the facility or site's official or legal name.  The facility/site is the

location of the operation and discharge to be covered by the general permit.  Do not use
a colloquial name.

Facility Address/Location: Do NOT enter P.O. Box numbers. Do ONE of the following:
1. Enter the facility's or site's complete physical address, including number and

street, city/township, state, zip code, county, OR
2. If the facility lacks a street address, indicate the quarter, sections, county,

township, and range (to the nearest quarter section) of the approximate center
of the facility.  If a site is located in more than one township and/or section,
please list all townships/sections. The first listed township/section should be the
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one that contains the main entrance to the facility.  (If there is not adequate
space provided on the NOI form, please provide an additional sheet of paper with
this information.)

Facility Contact Person: Give the name of the person who is responsible for the
facility/site.

Phone and Fax: Provide facility contact person’s phone and fax numbers as: area code
exchange numbers.

Facility Contact E-mail Address: Provide the facility contact person’s e-mail address, if
available.

IN THE CASE OF CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY, attach an 8 1/2" x 11" site map to each NOI.
The map shall clearly show the location of the project with its perimeter outlined and existing
adjacent identifiable roads.  The perimeter of the project are the boundaries that ground
disturbance will occur within and for which a storm water pollution prevention plan has been
developed.  Provide the facility contact person and project name on the map.

IN THE CASE OF COAL SURFACE MINING OPERATIONS, provide quarter, sections,
county, township, and range.  Coal surface mine applicants are to attach to NOIs an 8 1/2"
x 11" site map [using 7.5 min. United States Geological Survey (USGS) topo map]; the map
shall clearly show the affected area and location of treatment ponds with outfalls labeled 001,
002, etc.  Also, the map shall indicate whether the ponds are existing or proposed.  The map
shall be labeled with its USGS topo map name.  For proposed ponds at new mine sites, the
NOI will serve as a Permit-to-Install application.  USGS maps are available from:

1. Map Distribution, US Geological Survey, Building 41, Box 25286, Federal Center,
Denver, Colorado 80225;

2. Their website at http://mapping.usgs.gov
3. By calling USGS at 1 (888) ASK-USGS
4. Commercial map dealers, which would be listed in the phone book; or
5. A public library.

Quarter/Section Range: These must be completed if the facility or site does not have a
street address.  Please refer to the section above entitled "Facility Address/Location" for
further explanation.

Receiving Stream or MS4: If a facility discharges directly to receiving water(s), enter the
name of the receiving water.  If the initial receiving water(s) does not have a name, then
write as "unnamed tributary to" first subsequent water that has a name.  It is important that
the name of the receiving waterbody where the discharge directly goes is listed.  If a
facility discharges to more than one receiving stream, list all receiving streams (if
necessary, attach a separate sheet of paper).  An MS4 is defined as "a conveyance that
is owned or operated by a state, city, town, township, county, district, association, or other
public entity that is designed or used for collecting or conveying storm water."  If you
discharge storm water to an MS4, then enter the name of the operator of the municipal
separate storm sewer system (MS4) (e.g. municipality name, county name,...).

"State Nature Preserve": If you are aware of a state nature preserve, in accordance with
Ohio Revised Code 1517.05, within 1,000 feet of the boundaries of your facility/site, then
place an "X" in the associated space. Otherwise, leave the space blank.

"River Code": If the facility's discharge is to a river designed as scenic, wild, or
recreational, or to a tributary within 1,000 feet of one of these segments, enter the
appropriate river code in this space.  Please refer to Attachment A of these instructions
for a list of river segments.  Enter the appropriate code in this space.  If a river code does
not apply to the facility's receiving stream, leave the space blank.

http://mapping.usgs.gov
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General Permit Number: Enter the general permit number for which coverage is being
sought (i.e. in the case of renewing coverage, do not use your current general permit
number).  The first two spaces of the number are "OH" and have already been placed on
the NOI; fill in the remaining characters.  Please refer to the above section entitled "Who
Must File a NOI Form?" (front page of these instructions) for a list of general permit names
and associated permit numbers.  Do not enter any number in this space other than the
general permit number for which coverage is being sought.

Initial/Renewal Coverage: The NOI form may be submitted to initiate first-time coverage
under a general permit or to continue coverage under a renewed general permit.  Place
an "X" in the appropriate space.

Type of Activity: In the case of non-industrial storm water and construction site storm water
discharges, enter the title of the general permit for which you are applying for coverage.
Please refer to the above section entitled "Who Must File a NOI Form?" for a list of
general permit names and numbers.  Please note the names listed in that section are
shortened versions of the actual names on the general permits.
1. Non-contact cooling water discharges AND Petroleum corrective actions: According

to Part I.C.3. of these general permits, the applicant may request a waiver from the
“limitations of coverage" if the applicant has an effluent monitoring requirement or
limitation in their individual permit that is not in the applicable general permit.  In order
to request a waiver, enter "WAIVER REQUESTED" after the title of the general permit.
Otherwise, as stated under Part I.C.2. of the permits, an applicant is not eligible for
general permit coverage.

2. Industrial storm water discharges: For industrial facilities, enter “Ind SW” and for those
included due to SIC codes, enter the description of the SIC code.  This should be the
primary activity of the facility.  For industrial activities identified in 40 CFR
122.26(b)(14)(i)-(ix) and (xi) by narrative description, use the following 2-character
codes in the space provided: 
HZ = Hazardous waste treatment, storage, or disposal facilities, including those that
are operating under interim status or a permit under subtitle C of RCRA (40 CFR
122.26(b)(14)(iv));
SE = Steam electric power generating facilities, including coal handling sites (40 CFR
122.26(b)(14)(vii)); or
TW = Treatment works treating domestic sewage or any other sewage sludge or
wastewater treatment device or system used in the storage, treatment, recycling, and
reclamation of municipal or domestic sewage (40 CFR 122.26(b)(14)(ix)).

SIC Code(s): Industrial applicants must list (excluding construction activity storm water
discharges), in descending order of significance, up to four 4-digit standard industrial
classification (SIC) codes that best describe the principal product or services provided at
the facility identified in Section II of this application.  For storm water discharges defined
in 40 CFR 122.26(b)(14)(i)-(ix) and (xi) that do not have SIC codes that accurately
describe the principal products produced or services provided, leave the space blank.
SIC code numbers may be found in the "Standard Industrial Classification Manual"
prepared by the Executive Office of the President, Office of Management and Budget.
This text may be found in a public library or may be ordered from the US Government
Printing Office, 200 North High Street, Columbus, Ohio 43215, (614) 469-6955.  Another
source is the following website provided by the Occupational Health and Safety
Administration: http://www.osha.gov/oshstats/sicser.html

Existing NPDES Permit Number(s): If the facility identified in Section II of this application
has ever been issued an individual NPDES permit and/or general permit coverage(s),
enter the (facility specific) permit number(s) here.  In the case of an individual NPDES
permit, give the permit number (e.g. 3IA00555*AD).  In the case where general permit
coverage is being renewed, it is extremely important to give the individual Ohio EPA
general permit identification number assigned in the previous approval for coverage letter
received from Ohio EPA.  Examples of such numbers are: 0GR009876 (industrial storm

http://www.osha.gov/oshstats/sicser.html
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water) and 0GN009876 (non-contact cooling water).
ODNR Coal Surface Mining Application Number: For coal surface mining activity general

permit applicants only.  Enter the Ohio Department of Natural Resources coal mining
permit application number here.  You must obtain this number from ODNR before
submitting this application.

Outfall: This item does not apply to storm water or coal surface mining applicants.  List the
numbers of the outfalls for which you desire permit coverage. Please enter the outfall
numbers as three digits (e.g. 001, 002, etc.).  If you have five or more outfalls, please list
the additional outfalls on an additional sheet.  An outfall is the point source discharge of
wastewater leaving your site that will be entering a surface water body and does not enter
a sewer system tributary to a publicly-owned sewage treatment plant.  An outfall could be
a pipe, ditch, channel, or other conveyance leaving your site.

Design Flow: This item does not apply to storm water or coal surface mining applicants.  For
the corresponding outfall, please indicate in million gallons per day (MGD) the average
design flow of each outfall or each outfall's treatment system (e.g. 100,000 gallons per
day (gpd) = 0.1 million gallons per day (MGD); in this case, enter 0.1 in the space
provided).  Facilities applying for coverage under the small sanitary general permit shall
submit their design flow and an estimated sewage flow rate in gallons per day.  The
sewage flow rate should be estimated, using Attachment B., and entered on the NOI form
on the line directly underneath the design flow.

Latitude/Longitude: This item does not apply to storm water or coal surface mining
applicants.  Please indicate the latitude and longitude of the point of discharge (outfall)
to the nearest 15 seconds (provide coordinates as: degrees minutes seconds using 2
digits in each space; e.g. latitude 40 15 35, longitude 80 41 22; do not use symbols).
Latitude/longitude is available from USGS topographical maps (see "Facility
Address/Location: IN CASE OF COAL SURFACE MINING OPERATIONS," above, for
information on obtaining USGS maps).

Other DSW Permits Required: Identify other Division of Surface Water (DSW) permits that
are either pending with DSW or for which you are aware that you need to apply for the
facility/site identified on the NOI.  This is of particular importance for construction storm
water sites.  Indicate the type of permit (NPDES, PTI, or 401) and whether it’s “pending”
with DSW or “yet to apply.”

Project Start/Completion Dates: For construction activity and coal surface mining
applicants, enter the project approximate start date and estimated completion date for the
entire development plan or for final bond release.  Provide dates as: month day year using
two digits in each space (e.g. September 28, 1994 = 09 28 94); do not use symbols or
letters.  Applicants for coverage under the small sanitary discharger general permit should
include the date that the facility commenced discharging in the space entitled “Project
Start Date.”

Total Land Disturbance (Acres): For construction activity and coal surface mining
applicants only, provide an estimate of the total number of acres of land that will be
disturbed during the life of the project.  In the case of construction activity, the total area
disturbed is to be addressed by the storm water pollution prevention plan which is to have
been developed by the time the NOI is submitted to Ohio EPA.  Disturbed land is land in
which vegetation has been cleared and soils are exposed to storm water.

MS4 Drainage Area (square miles): For MS4 general permit applicants only, provide, in
square miles, the area served by the MS4.  This information will be used to determine an
MS4 operator’s annual discharge fee (which will be due annually starting January 30,
2004).  The fee is $100 per square mile of MS4 permitted with a maximum fee of $10,000
[per Ohio Revised Code 3745.11(L)(6)].  Ohio will send an annual notification regarding
an MS4's specific fee prior to it being due.
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Payment Information
A check made payable to "Treasurer, State of Ohio" must accompany all NOI
applications. The check number, check amount, and check date must be on the NOI to
ensure complete processing.  Provide dates as: month day year using two digits in each
space (e.g. September 28, 1994 = 09 28 94); do not use symbols.  For the appropriate
NOI application fee, see Attachment D below.

Certification
Type or print the name and title of the person who will sign the form.  Next, sign and date
the form.  Federal and State statutes provide for severe penalties for submitting false
information on this application form.  In the case of co-permittees, attach a separate sheet
of paper re-stating the NOI certification statement and each co-permittee is to provide the
individual’s name, title, name of the entity represented, signature, and date.  Federal
regulations require this application to be signed as follows:

For a corporation: by a responsible corporate officer, which means: (1) a president,
secretary, treasurer, or vice-president of the corporation in charge of a principal
business function, or any other person who performs similar policy or decision  making
functions for the corporation; or (2) the manager of one or more manufacturing,
production, or operating facilities, provided, the manager is authorized to make
management decisions which govern the operation of the regulated facility including
having the explicit or implicit duty of making major capital investment recommendations
and initiating and directing other comprehensive measures to assure long term
environmental compliance with environmental laws and regulations; the manager can
ensure that the necessary systems are established or actions taken to gather complete
and accurate information for permit application requirements; and where authority to
sign documents has been assigned or delegated to the manager in accordance with
corporate procedures.

For a partnership or sole proprietorship: by a general partner or the proprietor;
respectively, or

For a municipality, state, or other public facility; by either a principal executive
officer, the ranking elected official, or other duly authorized employee.

For facilities applying for coverage under the Small Sanitary General permit attach, on a
separate sheet of paper, a list of the parameters and limits included in the existing individual
NPDES permit.  Also, indicate the type of treatment used at the facility (extended aeration,
lagoon (controlled or continuous discharge) etc.) and whether or not the facility has a
requirement to be under the supervision of a certified operator.  Also include the results of
at least one effluent sample for the parameters in the general permit.

Facilities applying for coverage under either small MS4 general permit are required to submit
the original NOI and a copy of their storm water management program (SWMP) to Ohio
EPA’s Central Office, Office of Fiscal Administration, P.O. Box 1049, Columbus, Ohio 43216-
1049 and a copy of the NOI and SWMP to the Ohio EPA at the appropriate district office,
DSW - Storm Water (see page 10 for the appropriate district office and mailing address).
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Attachment A

If the discharge is to one of the following named river segments or to a tributary within 1,000 feet of one of the segments, enter the river
code in the space provided on the form.
                                        
S))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))Q

            *
River/Stream             *
Segment Code             *River/Stream Segment
S))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))Q

*
*Little Miami River

S01 *- Clermont County line at Loveland to headwaters, including North Fork
S02 *- Clermont County line at Loveland to confluence with East Fork
S03 *-  From confluence with East Fork to Ohio River

*
*Sandusky River

S11 *- U.S. Route 30 in Upper Sandusky to Roger Young Memorial Park in Fremont
*
*Olentangy River

S21 *- Delaware Dam to Wilson Bridge Road in Worthington
*
*Little Beaver Creek

W31 *- West Fork from 1/4 mile downstream from Township Road 914 to confluence with Middle Fork
W32 *- North Fork from Township Road 952 to confluence with Little Beaver Creek
W33 *- Little Beaver Creek from confluence of West and Middle Forks downstream to 

* 3/4 mile north of Grimm's Bridge  
S31 *- North Fork from Ohio-Pennsylvania line downstream to Jackman Road
S32 *- Middle Fork from Elkton road (Township Road 901) downstream to confluence with West Fork
S33 *- Little Beaver Creek from 3/4 mile north of Grimm's Bridge downstream to  Harpersfield covered bridge 

*
*Grand River

W41 *- From Harpersfield covered bridge downstream to Norfolk and Western Railroad  trestle south of 
* Painesville                            

S41 *- From State Route 322 bridge in Astabula County downstream to Harpersfield covered bridge
*
*Upper Cuyahoga River

S51 *- Troy-Burton Township line in Geauga County to US Route 14
*
*Maumee River

S61 *- Ohio-Indiana line to State Route 24 bridge west of Defiance
R61 *- State Route 24 bridge west of Defiance to US Route 25 bridge near Perrysburg

*
*Stillwater River System

R71 *- Englewood Dam to confluence with Great Miami River
S71 *- Stillwater River from Riffle Road bridge in Darke County to Englewood Dam
S72 *- Greenville Creek from the Ohio-Indiana line to the confluence with the Stillwater

*
*Chagrin River

S81 *- Aurora Branch from State Route 82 bridge downstream to confluence with Chagrin
S82 *- Chagrin River from confluence with Aurora Branch downstream to State Route 6 bridge
S83 *- East Branch from Heath Road bridge downstream to confluence with Chagrin

*
*Big and Little Darby Creeks

S91 *- Big Darby Creek from the Champaign-Union County line downstream to the Conrail railroad trestle 
* and from the confluence with the Little Darby Creek downstream to the Scioto River

S92 *- Little Darby Creek from the Lafayette-Plain City Road bridge downstream to within 0.8 mile from the
* confluence with Big Darby Creek
*

S))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))))Q
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Attachment B

ESTIMATING SEWAGE FLOW RATE

These estimated flows are empirical and are intended for estimating average flow rates

PLACE
ESTIMATED SEWAGE FLOW

(Gallons Per Day)

Apartments 250 one-bedroom
300 two- bedroom
350 three-bedroom

Assembly Hallsa 2 per seat

Beauty Shop, Styling Salon 200 per basin

Bowling Alleys (no food service)a 75 per lane

Churches (small)a 3-5 per sanctuary seat

Churches (large with kitchen)b 5-7 per sanctuary seat

Country Clubs 50 per member

Dance Hallsa 2 per person

Doctors/Dentists 75 per doctor
20 per employee
10 per patient

Drive-Inn Theaters 5 per car space

Factories (no showers) 25 per employee

Factories (with showers) 35 per employee

Food Service Operations
Ordinary Restaurant (not 24-hour)
24-Hour Restaurant
Banquet Rooms
Restaurant Along Freeway
Tavern (very little food service)
Curb Service (drive-in)
Vending Machine Restaurants

 35 per seat at 400 ppm BOD5

 50 per seat at 400 ppm BOD5

   5 per seat at 400 ppm BOD5

100 per seat at 400 ppm BOD5

  35 per seat at 400 ppm BOD5

  50 per car space at 400 ppm BOD5

100 per seat at 200 ppm BOD5

Homes in Subdivision 400 per dwelling

Hospitals (no resident personnel)b 300 per bed

Institutions (residents)b 100 per person

Non-Industrial Laundries (coin-operated) 400 per standard size machine



PLACE
ESTIMATED SEWAGE FLOW

(Gallons Per Day)
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Marinas (restrooms and showers only) 15 per boat mooring/slip/dock

Migrant Labor Campsc 50 per person

Mobile Home Parks 300 per mobile home space

Motels 100 per unit

Nursing and Rest Homesb 200 per patient at 300 ppm BOD5

100 per resident employee
50 per non-resident employee

Office Buildings 20 per employee

Recreational Vehicle Dumping Stations Consult District Office 

Recreational Vehicle Parks and Camps Consult District Office

Retail Stores 20 per employee

Schools   - Elementaryb

    S High and Junior Highb    
15 per pupil
20 per pupil

Service Stations 1000 first bay or pump island
500 additional bay or pump island

Shopping Centers (no food service/laundries)d 0.2 per sq.ft. of floor space 

Swimming Pools (average)
(with hot water showers)

3-5 per swimmer (design load)
5-7 per swimmer (design load)

Vacation Cottages 50 per person

Veterinarians and Animal Hospitalse 10 per run
10 per cage
20 per employee

Youth and Recreation Campsb 50 per person

a Food service waste not included.
b Food service waste included, but without garbage grinders.
c 20 gallons per day if vault latrine is used for toilet wastes.
d All laundries or other high flow or high strength uses.
e Assumes manual hosing and solids (food droppings, etc.) removal prior to hosing.



September, 2003
OEPA NOI Instructions 10 of  11

Attachment C
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Attachment D

As of July 1, 2001, the industrial storm water NOI fee is $350.  The construction NOI fee is $200
plus $20 per whole disturbed acre (do not round-up) above 5 acres, with a maximum disturbed
acreage fee of $300.  Under this fee schedule, a site with twenty or more disturbed acres would pay
the maximum fee of $500.  These fee increases can be found in Ohio Revised Code (ORC) Section
3745.11(S)(1).

STORM WATER GENERAL PERMIT 
FEE INCREASE SCHEDULE  -  JULY, 2001 

INDUSTRIAL STORMWATER NOI  = TOTAL FEE   $350.00

CONSTRUCTION STORMWATER NOI

DISTURBED
ACREAGE

BASE
FEE

ADDITIONAL
ACREAGE

FEE
TOTAL FEE

DUE
  1 - 5.99 ACRES 200 0 200
  6 - 6.99 ACRES 200 20 220
  7 - 7.99 ACRES 200 40 240
  8 - 8.99 ACRES 200 60 260
  9 - 9.99 ACRES 200 80 280
10 - 10.99 ACRES 200 100 300
11 - 11.99 ACRES 200 120 320
12 - 12.99 ACRES 200 140 340
13 - 13.99 ACRES 200 160 360
14 - 14.99 ACRES 200 180 380
15 - 15.99 ACRES 200 200 400
16 - 16.99 ACRES 200 220 420
17 - 17.99 ACRES 200 240 440
18 - 18.99 ACRES 200 260 460
19 - 19.99 ACRES 200 280 480

20 ACRES AND UP 200 300 500
MAXIMUM
FEE

NOI fee = $200 for coverage under all other general
permits (e.g., Small MS4, Coal Surface Mining, Small
Sanitary Discharge, etc.)



  
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX B 

Construction Sequence Examples 





















  
 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX C 

Site Description Form 

 

 



  
 

    

APPENDIX C 
 

Nature and Type of Construction Activity 

  Low Density Residential (< 4 dwellings/acre) 
  Medium Density Residential (4 to 8 dwellings/acre) 
  High Density Residential (>8 dwellings/acre) 
  Commercial 
  Industrial 
  Roadway 
  Utility 
  Other 

______________________________________________________________ 
 

Disturbed Area: 

Total area to be disturbed (ex. Grubbing, clearing, excavating, fill, etc. including off-
site borrow and fill areas)  ______________ acres. 

Runoff Coefficient: 

Land Use Runoff 
Coefficient

Total Area 
on Project 

Site 

Percentage Weighted 
Coefficient

Industrial & Commercial 0.8    
High Density Residential 
(>8 dwellings/acre) 

0.5    

Medium Density 
Residential (4 to 8 
dwellings/acre) 

0.4    

Low Industry Residential 
(<4 dwellings/acre) 

0.3    

Open Space and 
Recreational Areas 

0.2    

Total --  100  
 

Drainage Area:  _________________________________________ 

Impervious Area: 

Site Condition Percentage Area (acres) 
Pre-Construction   
Post-Construction   



  
 

    

 

Site Soil Type:  _________________________________________ 

 

Description of any historical stormwater quality monitoring activity at site (attach results): 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Prior Land Use: ____________________________________________________________ 

 

Construction Implementation Schedule: 

a. Clearing  

b. Grubbing 

c. Install Erosion and Sediment Control Devices 

 Location: ______________________________________ 

d. Temporary Seeding  

a. Location: ______________________________________ 

e. ____________________________________________________ 

f. ____________________________________________________ 

g. ____________________________________________________ 

h. ____________________________________________________ 

Note: attach more detail if necessary. 

Receiving Waters: 

List the receiving waters for stormwater drainage, include distances to these waters. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Pre-construction stormwater flows to __________________ waterbody. 
Post-construction stormwater flows to __________________ waterbody. 



  
 

    

 

Wetlands and other Aquatic Resources: 

Describe any wetlands or special aquatic resources located on or adjacent to the 
proposed site. 

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

Batch Plants 

Is there dedicated asphalt or concrete batch plants associated with this project? 

  Yes   No 

If so, please describe the stormwater discharges associated with the plant and the 
stormwater BMPs associated with that.  

___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________
___________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

Remember: Attach a copy of the NPDES Construction Stormwater General Permit to the 
SWP3 (Appendix F). 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX D 

Single Lot Site Plan Example 







 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX E 

Sample Maintenance Plan 











 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

APPENDIX F 

General Construction Permit 
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                  Effective Date: April 21, 2003  
                  Expiration Date: April 20, 2008

OHIO ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY

AUTHORIZATION FOR STORM WATER DISCHARGES ASSOCIATED 
WITH CONSTRUCTION ACTIVITY UNDER THE

NATIONAL POLLUTANT DISCHARGE ELIMINATION SYSTEM

In compliance with the provisions of the federal Water Pollution Control Act, as amended
(33 U.S.C. Section 1251 et. seq. hereafter referred to as "the Act") and the Ohio Water
Pollution Control Act [Ohio Revised Code (“ORC”) Chapter 6111], dischargers of storm
water from sites where construction activity is being conducted, as defined in Part I.B of this
permit, are authorized by the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, hereafter referred to
as "Ohio EPA," to discharge from the outfalls at the sites and to the receiving surface
waters of the state identified in their Notice of Intent (“NOI”) application form on file with
Ohio EPA in accordance with the conditions specified in Parts I through VII of this permit.

This permit is conditioned upon payment of applicable fees, submittal of a complete NOI
application form and written approval of coverage from the director of Ohio EPA in
accordance with Ohio Administrative Code (“OAC”) Rule 3745-38-06.

 Original signed by Christopher Jones 

Christopher Jones
Director
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PART I.  COVERAGE UNDER THIS PERMIT

A. Permit Area.

This permit covers the entire State of Ohio.

B. Eligibility.

1. Construction activities covered.  Except for storm water discharges identified under
Part I.B.2, this permit may cover all new and existing discharges composed
entirely of storm water discharges associated with construction activity that enter
surface waters of the state or a storm drain leading to surface waters of the state.

For the purposes of this permit, construction activities include any clearing,
grading, excavating, grubbing and/or filling activities that disturb the threshold
acreage described in the next paragraph.  Discharges from trench dewatering are
also covered by this permit as long as the dewatering activity is carried out in
accordance with the practices outlined in Part III.G.2.g.iv of this permit. 

Prior to March 10, 2003, only construction activities disturbing five or more acres
of total land were required to obtain NPDES construction storm water permit
coverage.  On and after March 10, 2003, construction activities disturbing one or
more acres of total land will be eligible for coverage under this permit.  The
threshold acreage includes the entire area disturbed in the larger common plan of
development or sale.

This permit also authorizes storm water discharges from support activities (e.g.,
concrete or asphalt batch plants, equipment staging yards, material storage areas,
excavated material disposal areas, borrow areas) provided:

a. The support activity is directly related to a construction site that is required to
have NPDES permit coverage for discharges of storm water associated with
construction activity;

b. The support activity is not a commercial operation serving multiple unrelated
construction projects and does not operate beyond the completion of the
construction activity at the site it supports;

c. Appropriate controls and measures are identified in a storm water pollution
prevention plan (SWP3) covering the discharges from the support activity;
and 

d. The support activity is on or contiguous with the property defined in the NOI;
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Part I.B

2. Limitations on coverage.  The following storm water discharges associated with
construction activity are not covered by this permit:

a. Storm water discharges that originate from the site after construction activities
have been completed, including any temporary support activity, and the site
has achieved final stabilization.  Industrial post-construction storm water
discharges may need to be covered by an NPDES permit;

b. Storm water discharges associated with construction activity that the director
has shown to be or may reasonably expect to be contributing to a violation of
a water quality standard; and

c. Storm water discharges authorized by an individual NPDES permit or another
NPDES general permit;

3. Waivers.  After March 10, 2003, sites whose larger common plan of development
or sale have at least one, but less than five acres of land disturbance, which would
otherwise require permit coverage for storm water discharges associated with
construction activities, may request that the director waive their permit
requirement.  Entities wishing to request such a waiver must certify in writing that
the construction activity meets one of the two the waiver conditions:

a. Rainfall erosivity waiver.  For a construction site to qualify for the rainfall
erosivity waiver, the cumulative rainfall erosivity over the project duration
must be five or less and the site must be stabilized with at least a 70 percent
vegetative cover or other permanent, non-erosive cover.  The rainfall erosivity
must be calculated according to the method in U.S. EPA Fact Sheet 3.1
Construction Rainfall Erosivity Waiver dated January 2001.  If it is determined
that a construction activity will take place during a time period where the
rainfall erosivity factor is less than five, a written waiver certification must be
submitted to Ohio EPA at least 21 days before construction activity is
scheduled to begin.  If the construction activity will extend beyond the dates
specified in the waiver certification, the operator must either: (a) recalculate
the waiver using the original start date with the new ending date (if the R
factor is still less than five, a new waiver certification must be submitted) or
(b) submit an NOI application form and fee for coverage under this general
permit at least seven days prior to the end of the waiver period (see
Attachment A); or
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Part I.B.3

b. TMDL (Total Maximum Daily Load) waiver.  Storm water controls are not
needed based on a TMDL approved or established by U.S. EPA that
addresses the pollutant(s) of concern or, for non-impaired waters that do not
require TMDLs, an equivalent analysis that determines allocations for small
construction sites for the pollutant(s) of concern or that determines that such
allocations are not needed to protect water quality based on consideration of
existing in-stream concentrations, expected growth in pollutant contributions
from all sources, and a margin of safety. The pollutant(s) of concern include
sediment or a parameter that addresses sediment (such as total suspended
solids, turbidity or siltation) and any other pollutant that has been identified as
a cause of impairment of any water body that will receive a discharge from
the construction activity.  The operator must certify to the director of Ohio
EPA that the construction activity will take place, and storm water discharges
will occur, within the drainage area addressed by the TMDL or equivalent
analysis.  A written waiver certification must be submitted to Ohio EPA at
least 21 days before the construction activity is scheduled to begin.

4. Prohibition on non-storm water discharges.  All discharges covered by this permit
must be composed entirely of storm water with the exception of the following:
discharges from fire fighting activities; fire hydrant flushings; potable water sources
including waterline flushings; irrigation drainage; lawn watering; routine external
building washdown which does not use detergents; pavement washwaters where
spills or leaks of toxic or hazardous materials have not occurred (unless all spilled
material has been removed) and where detergents are not used; air conditioning
condensate; springs; uncontaminated ground water from trench or well point
dewatering and foundation or footing drains where flows are not contaminated with
process materials such as solvents.  Dewatering activities must be done in
compliance with Part III.G.2.g.iv of this permit.  Discharges of material other than
storm water or the authorized non-storm water discharges listed above must
comply with an individual NPDES permit or an alternative NPDES general permit
issued for the discharge.

Except for flows from fire fighting activities, sources of non-storm water listed
above that are combined with storm water discharges associated with construction
activity must be identified in the SWP3.  The SWP3 must identify and ensure the
implementation of appropriate pollution prevention measures for the non-storm
water component(s) of the discharge.
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Part I.B

5. Spills and unintended releases  (Releases in excess of Reportable Quantities).
This permit does not relieve the permittee of the reporting requirements of 40 CFR
Part 117 and 40 CFR Part 302.  In the event of a spill or other unintended release,
the discharge of hazardous substances in the storm water discharge(s) from a
construction site must be minimized in accordance with the applicable storm water
pollution prevention plan for the construction activity and in no case, during any
24-hour period, may the discharge(s) contain a hazardous substance equal to or
in excess of reportable quantities. 

40 CFR Part 117 sets forth a determination of the reportable quantity for each
substance designated as hazardous in 40 CFR Part 116.  The regulation applies
to quantities of designated substances equal to or greater than the reportable
quantities, when discharged to surface waters of the state.  40 CFR Part 302
designates under section 102(a) of the Comprehensive Environmental Response,
Compensation and Liability Act of 1980, those substances in the statutes referred
to in section 101(14), identifies reportable quantities for these substances and sets
forth the notification requirements for releases of these substances.  This
regulation also sets forth reportable quantities for hazardous substances
designated under section 311(b)(2)(A) of the Clean Water Act (CWA).

C. Requiring an individual NPDES permit or an alternative NPDES general permit.

1. The director may require an alternative permit.  The director may require any
operator eligible for this permit to apply for and obtain either an individual NPDES
permit or coverage under an alternative NPDES general permit in accordance with
OAC Rule 3745-38-04.  Any interested person may petition the director to take
action under this paragraph.

The director will send written notification that an alternative NPDES permit is
required.  This notice shall include a brief statement of the reasons for this
decision, an application form and a statement setting a deadline for the operator
to file the application.  If an operator fails to submit an application in a timely
manner as required by the director under this paragraph, then coverage, if in
effect, under this permit is automatically terminated at the end of the day specified
for application submittal.
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Part I.C

2. Operators may request an individual NPDES permit.  Any owner or operator
eligible for this permit may request to be excluded from the coverage of this permit
by applying for an individual permit.  The owner or operator shall submit an
individual application with reasons supporting the request to the director in
accordance with the requirements of 40 CFR 122.26.  If the reasons adequately
support the request, the director shall grant it by issuing an individual NPDES
permit.

3. When an individual NPDES permit is issued to an owner or operator otherwise
subject to this permit or the owner or operator is approved for coverage under an
alternative NPDES general permit, the applicability of this permit to the individual
NPDES permittee is automatically terminated on the effective date of the individual
permit or the date of approval for coverage under the alternative general permit,
whichever the case may be.

D. Permit requirements when portions of a site are sold

If an operator obtains a permit for a development, and then the operator (permittee)
sells off lots or parcels within that development, permit coverage must be continued on
those lots until a Notice of Termination (NOT) in accordance with Part IV.B is
submitted.  For developments which require the use of centralized sediment and
erosion controls (i.e., controls that address storm water runoff from one or more lots)
for which the conveyance of permit coverage for a portion of the development will either
prevent or impair the implementation of the controls and therefore jeopardize
compliance with the terms and conditions of this permit, the permittee will be required
to maintain responsibility for the implementation of those controls.  For developments
where this is not the case, it is the permittee’s responsibility to temporarily stabilize all
lots sold to individual lot owners unless an exception is approved in accordance with
Part III.G.4.  In cases where permit coverage for individual lot(s) will be conveyed, the
permittee shall inform the individual lot owner of the obligations under this permit and
ensure that the Individual Lot NOI application is submitted to Ohio EPA.
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Part I

E. Authorization

1. Obtaining authorization to discharge.  Operators that discharge storm water
associated with construction activity must submit an NOI application form in
accordance with the requirements of Part II of this permit to obtain authorization
to discharge under this general permit.  As required under OAC Rule 3745-38-
06(E), the director, in response to the NOI submission, shall notify the applicant
in writing that he/she has been granted general permit coverage to discharge
storm water associated with construction activity under the terms and conditions
of this permit or that the applicant must apply for an individual NPDES permit or
coverage under an alternate general NPDES permit as described in Part I.C.1.

2. No release from other requirements.  No condition of this permit shall release the
permittee from any responsibility or requirements under other environmental
statutes or regulations.  Other permit requirements commonly associated with
construction activities include, but are not limited to, section 401 water quality
certifications, isolated wetland permits, permits to install sanitary sewers or other
devices that discharge or convey polluted water, permits to install drinking water
lines, single lot sanitary system permits and disturbance of land which was used
to operate a solid or hazardous waste facility (i.e., coverage under this NPDES
general permit does not satisfy the requirements of OAC Rule 3745-27-13 or ORC
Section 3734.02(H)).  This permit does not relieve the permittee of other
responsibilities associated with construction activities such as contacting the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources, Division of Water, to ensure proper well
installation and abandonment of wells.  

Part II. NOTICE OF INTENT REQUIREMENTS

A. Deadlines for notification.  

Initial coverage:  Operators who intend to obtain initial coverage for a storm water
discharge associated with construction activity under this general permit  must submit
a complete and accurate NOI application form and appropriate fee at least 21 days
prior to the commencement of construction activity.  If more than one operator, as
defined in Part VII of this general permit, will be engaged at a site, each operator shall
seek coverage under this general permit.  Where one operator has already submitted
an NOI prior to other operator(s) being identified, the additional operator shall request
modification of coverage to become a co-permittee.  In such instances, the co-
permittees shall be covered under the same facility permit number.  No additional
permit fee is required.
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Part II.A

Individual lot transfer of coverage:  Operators must each submit an individual lot notice
of intent (Individual Lot NOI) application form (no fee required) to Ohio EPA at least
seven days prior to the date that they intend to accept responsibility for permit
requirements for their portion of the original permitted development from the previous
permittee.  The original permittee may submit an Individual Lot NOT at the time the
Individual Lot NOI is submitted.  Transfer of permit coverage is not granted until an
approval letter from the director of Ohio EPA is received by the applicant.

B. Failure to notify. 

Operators who fail to notify the director of their intent to be covered and who discharge
pollutants to surface waters of the state without an NPDES permit are in violation of
ORC Chapter 6111.  In such instances, Ohio EPA may bring an enforcement action for
any discharges of storm water associated with construction activity.

C. Where to submit an NOI.

Operators seeking coverage under this permit must submit a signed NOI form, provided
by Ohio EPA, to the address found in the associated instructions.

D. Additional notification.

The permittee shall make NOIs and SWP3s available upon request of the director of
Ohio EPA, local agencies approving sediment and erosion control plans, grading plans
or storm water management plans, local governmental officials, or operators of
municipal separate storm sewer systems (MS4s) receiving drainage from the permitted
site.  Each operator that discharges to an NPDES permitted MS4 shall provide a copy
of its Ohio EPA NOI submission to the MS4 in accordance with the MS4's
requirements, if applicable.

E. Renotification.

Upon renewal of this general permit, the permittee is required to notify the director of
his intent to be covered by the general permit renewal.  Permittees covered under the
previous NPDES general permit for storm water discharges associated with
construction activity (NPDES permit number OHR100000) shall have continuing
coverage under this permit.  The permittees covered under OHR100000 shall submit
a letter within 90 days of receipt of written notification by Ohio EPA expressing their
intent that coverage be continued.  There is no fee associated with these letters of
intent for continued coverage.  Permit coverage will be terminated after the 90-day
period if the letter is not received by Ohio EPA.  Ohio EPA will provide instructions on
the contents of the letter and where it is to be sent within the notification letter.
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PART III.  STORM WATER POLLUTION PREVENTION PLAN (SWP3)

A. Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plans.

A SWP3 shall be developed for each site covered by this permit.  For a multi-phase
construction project, a separate NOI shall be submitted when a separate SWP3 will be
prepared for subsequent phases.  SWP3s shall be prepared in accordance with sound
engineering and/or conservation practices by a professional experienced in the design
and implementation of standard erosion and sediment controls and storm water
management practices addressing all phases of construction.  The SWP3 shall identify
potential sources of pollution which may reasonably be expected to affect the quality
of storm water discharges associated with construction activities.  In addition, the
SWP3 shall describe and ensure the implementation of best management practices
(BMPs) that reduce the pollutants in storm water discharges during construction and
pollutants associated with post-construction activities to ensure compliance with ORC
Section 6111.04, OAC Chapter 3745-1 and the terms and conditions of this permit.

B. Timing

A SWP3 shall be completed prior to the timely submittal of an NOI and updated in
accordance with Part III.D.  Upon request and good cause shown, the director may
waive the requirement to have a SWP3 completed at the time of NOI submission.  If
a waiver has been granted, the SWP3 must be completed prior to the initiation of
construction activities.  The SWP3 must be implemented upon initiation of construction
activities.

Permittees continuing coverage from the previous generation of this permit
(OHR100000) that have initiated construction activity prior to the receipt of written
notification from Ohio EPA to submit a letter of intent to continue coverage, as required
in Part II.E, are not required to update their SWP3 as a result of this renewal
(OHC000002).  All permittees developing sites with coverage under OHR100000 that
seek continuation of coverage do not need to update the post-construction section of
their SWP3 as required in Part III.G.2.e of this permit.

C. SWP3 Signature and Review.

1. Plan Signature and Retention On Site.  The SWP3 shall be signed in accordance
with Part V.G. and retained on site during working hours.

2. Plan Availability

a. On-site:  The plan shall be made available immediately upon request of the
director or his authorized representative during working hours.  A copy of the
NOI and letter granting permit coverage under this general permit also shall
be made available at the site.
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b. By written request:  The permittee must provide a copy of the SWP3 within
10 days upon written request of any of the following:

i. The director or the director’s authorized representative;

ii. A local agency approving sediment and erosion plans, grading plans or
storm water management plans; or

iii. In the case of a storm water discharge associated with construction
activity which discharges through a municipal separate storm sewer
system with an NPDES permit, to the operator of the system. 

c. To the public:  All NOIs, general permit approval for coverage letters, and
SWP3s are considered reports that shall be available to the public in
accordance with the Ohio Public Records law.  The permittee shall make
documents available to the public upon request or provide a copy at public
expense, at cost, in a timely manner.  However, the permittee may claim to
Ohio EPA any portion of an SWP3 as confidential in accordance with Ohio
law.  

3. Plan Revision.  The director or authorized representative, may notify the permittee
at any time that the SWP3 does not meet one or more of the minimum
requirements of this part.  Within 10 days after such notification from the director,
(or as otherwise provided in the notification) or authorized representative, the
permittee shall make the required changes to the SWP3 and, if requested, shall
submit to Ohio EPA the revised SWP3 or a written certification that the requested
changes have been made. 

D. Amendments

The permittee shall amend the SWP3 whenever there is a change in design,
construction, operation or maintenance, which has a significant effect on the potential
for the discharge of pollutants to surface waters of the state or if the SWP3 proves to
be ineffective in achieving the general objectives of controlling pollutants in storm water
discharges associated with construction activity.  Amendments to the SWP3 may be
reviewed by Ohio EPA in the same manner as Part III.C.
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E. Duty to inform contractors and subcontractors

The permittee shall inform all contractors and subcontractors not otherwise defined as
“operators” in Part VII of this general permit, who will be involved in the implementation
of the SWP3, of the terms and conditions of this general permit.  The permittee shall
maintain a written document containing the signatures of all contractors and
subcontractors involved in the implementation of the SWP3 as proof acknowledging
that they reviewed and understand the conditions and responsibilities of the SWP3.
The written document shall be created and signatures shall be obtained prior to
commencement of work on the construction site.

F. Total Maximum Daily Load (TMDL) allocations

If a TMDL is approved for any waterbody into which the permittee’s site discharges and
requires specific BMPs for construction sites, the director may require the permittee to
revise his/her SWP3.

G. SWP3 Requirements

Operations that discharge storm water from construction activities are subject to the
following requirements and the SWP3 shall include the following items:

1. Site description.  Each SWP3 shall provide:

a. A description of the nature and type of the construction activity (e.g., low
density residential, shopping mall, highway, etc.);

b. Total area of the site and the area of the site that is expected to be disturbed
(i.e., grubbing, clearing, excavation, filling or grading, including off-site borrow
areas);

c. A calculation of the runoff coefficients for both the pre-construction and post
construction site conditions; 

d. An estimate of the impervious area and percent imperviousness created by
the construction activity;

e. Existing data describing the soil and, if available, the quality of any discharge
from the site;

f. A description of prior land uses at the site; 
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g. An implementation schedule which describes the sequence of  major
construction operations (i.e., grubbing, excavating, grading, utilities and
infrastructure installation) and the implementation of erosion, sediment and
storm water management practices or facilities to be employed during each
operation of the sequence;

h. The name and/or location of the immediate receiving stream or surface
water(s) and the first subsequent named receiving water(s) and the areal
extent and description of wetlands or other special aquatic sites at or near the
site which will be disturbed or which will receive discharges from disturbed
areas of the project;

i. For subdivided developments where the SWP3 does not call for a centralized
sediment control capable of controlling multiple individual lots, a detail
drawing of a typical individual lot showing standard individual lot erosion and
sediment control practices. 

This does not remove the responsibility to designate specific erosion and
sediment control practices in the SWP3 for critical areas such as steep
slopes, stream banks, drainage ways and riparian zones.

j. Location and description of any storm water discharges associated with
dedicated asphalt and dedicated concrete plants covered by this permit and
the best management practices to address pollutants in these storm water
discharges;

k. A copy of the permit requirements (attaching a copy of this permit is
acceptable); and

l. Site map showing:

i. Limits of earth-disturbing activity of the site including associated off-site
borrow or spoil areas that are not addressed by a separate NOI and
associated SWP3;

 
ii. Soils types should be depicted for all areas of the site, including locations

of unstable or highly erodible soils;

iii. Existing and proposed contours.  A delineation of drainage watersheds
expected during and after major grading activities as well as the size of
each drainage watershed, in acres;
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iv. Surface water locations including springs, wetlands, streams, lakes,
water wells, etc., on or within 200 feet of the site, including the
boundaries of wetlands or stream channels and first subsequent named
receiving water(s) the permittee intends to fill or relocate for which the
permittee is seeking approval from the Army Corps of Engineers and/or
Ohio EPA;

v. Existing and planned locations of buildings, roads, parking facilities and
utilities;

vi. The location of all erosion and sediment control practices, including the
location of areas likely to require temporary stabilization during the
course of site development;

vii. Sediment and storm water management basins noting their sediment
settling volume and contributing drainage area;

viii. Permanent storm water management practices to be used to control
pollutants in storm water after construction operations have been
completed.

ix. Areas designated for the storage or disposal of solid, sanitary and toxic
wastes, including dumpster areas, areas designated for cement truck
washout, and vehicle fueling;

x. The location of designated construction entrances where the vehicles will
access the construction site;

xi. The location of any in-stream activities including stream crossings;

2. Controls.  The SWP3 must contain a description of the controls appropriate for
each construction operation covered by this permit and the operator(s) must
implement such controls.  The SWP3 must clearly describe for each major
construction activity identified in Part III.G.1.g: (a) appropriate control measures
and the general timing (or sequence) during the construction process that the
measures will be implemented; and (b) which contractor is responsible for
implementation (e.g., contractor A will clear land and install perimeter controls and
contractor B will maintain perimeter controls until final stabilization).  Ohio EPA
recommends that the erosion, sediment, and storm water management practices
used to satisfy the conditions of this permit, should meet the standards and
specifications in the current edition of Ohio’s Rainwater and Land Development
(see definitions) manual or other standards acceptable to Ohio EPA.  The controls
shall include the following minimum components:
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a. Non-Structural Preservation Methods.  The SWP3 must make use of
practices which preserve the existing natural condition as much as feasible.
Such practices may include: preserving riparian areas adjacent to surface
waters of the state, preserving existing vegetation and vegetative buffer
strips, phasing of construction operations in order to minimize the amount of
disturbed land at any one time and designation of tree preservation areas or
other protective clearing or grubbing practices.  The recommended buffer that
operators should leave undisturbed along a surface water of the state is 25
feet as measured from the ordinary high water mark of the surface water.

b. Erosion Control Practices.  The SWP3 must make use of erosion controls
that are capable of providing cover over disturbed soils unless an exception
is approved in accordance with Part III.G.4.  A description of control practices
designed to restabilize disturbed areas after grading or construction shall be
included in the SWP3.  The SWP3 must provide specifications for stabilization
of all disturbed areas of the site and provide guidance as to which method of
stabilization will be employed for any time of the year.  Such practices may
include: temporary seeding, permanent seeding, mulching, matting, sod
stabilization, vegetative buffer strips, phasing of construction operations, use
of construction entrances and the use of alternative ground cover.

i. Stabilization.  Disturbed areas must be stabilized as specified in the
following tables below.  Permanent and temporary stabilization are
defined in Part VII.

Table 1: Permanent Stabilization

Area requiring permanent stabilization Time frame to apply erosion controls

Any areas that will lie dormant for one
year or more

Within seven days of the most recent
disturbance

Any areas within 50 feet of a stream and
at final grade

Within two days of reaching final grade

Any other areas at final grade Within seven days of reaching final
grade within that area
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Table 2: Temporary Stabilization

Area requiring temporary stabilization Time frame to apply erosion controls

Any disturbed areas within 50 feet of a
stream and not at final grade

Within two days of the most recent
disturbance if the area will remain idle
for more than 21 days

For all construction activities, any
disturbed areas that will be dormant for
more than 21 days but less than one year,
and not within 50 feet of a stream

Within seven days of the most recent
disturbance within the area

For residential subdivisions, disturbed
areas must be stabilized at least seven
days prior to transfer of permit coverage
for the individual lot(s).

Disturbed areas that will be idle over
winter

Prior to the onset of winter weather

Where vegetative stabilization techniques may cause structural instability or are otherwise
unobtainable, alternative stabilization techniques must be employed.

ii. Permanent stabilization of conveyance channels.  Operators shall
undertake special measures to stabilize channels and outfalls and
prevent erosive flows.  Measures may include seeding, dormant seeding
(as defined in the 1996 edition of the Rainwater and Land Development
manual), mulching, erosion control matting, sodding, riprap, natural
channel design with bioengineering techniques or rock check dams.

c. Runoff Control Practices.  The SWP3 shall incorporate measures which
control the flow of runoff from disturbed areas so as to prevent erosion from
occurring.  Such practices may include rock check dams, pipe slope drains,
diversions to direct flow away from exposed soils and protective grading
practices.  These practices shall divert runoff away from disturbed areas and
steep slopes where practicable.

d. Sediment Control Practices.  The plan shall include a description of
structural practices that shall store runoff allowing sediments to settle and/or
divert flows away from exposed soils or otherwise limit runoff from exposed
areas.  Structural practices shall be used to control erosion and trap sediment
from a site remaining disturbed for more than 14 days.  Such practices may
include, among others: sediment settling ponds, silt fences, earth diversion
dikes or channels which direct runoff to a sediment settling pond and storm
drain inlet protection.  All sediment control practices must be capable of
ponding runoff in order to be considered functional.  Earth diversion dikes or
channels alone are not considered a sediment control practice unless those
are used in conjunction with a sediment settling pond. 
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The SWP3 must contain detail drawings for all structural practices.

i. Timing.  Sediment control structures shall be functional throughout the
course of earth disturbing activity. Sediment basins and perimeter
sediment barriers shall be implemented prior to grading and within seven
days from the start of grubbing.  They shall continue to function until the
up slope development area is restabilized.  As construction progresses
and the topography is altered, appropriate controls must be constructed
or existing controls altered to address the changing drainage patterns.

ii. Sediment settling ponds.  Concentrated storm water runoff and runoff
from drainage areas, which exceed the design capacity of silt fence or
inlet protection, shall pass through a sediment settling pond.  For
common drainage locations that serve an area with 10 or more acres
disturbed at one time, a temporary (or permanent) sediment settling pond
must be provided until final stabilization of the site.  The permittee may
request approval from Ohio EPA to use alternative controls if it can
demonstrate the alternative controls are equivalent in effectiveness to a
sediment settling pond.  It is recommended for drainage locations serving
less than 10 acres, smaller sediment basins and/or sediment traps should
be used.

The sediment settling pond shall be sized to provide at least 67 cubic
yards of storage per acre of total contributing drainage area.  When
determining the total contributing drainage area, off-site areas and areas
which remain undisturbed by construction activity must be included unless
runoff from these areas is diverted away from the sediment settling pond
and is not co-mingled with sediment-laden runoff. The depth of the
sediment settling pond must be less than or equal to five feet.  The
configuration between inlets and the outlet of the basin must provide  at
least   two units of length for each  one unit of width (> 2:1  length:width
ratio).  Sediment must be removed from the sediment settling pond when
the design capacity has been reduced by 40 percent (This is typically
reached when sediment occupies one-half of the basin depth).  When
designing sediment settling ponds, the permittee must consider public
safety, especially as it relates to children, as a design factor for the
sediment basin and alternative sediment controls must be used where
site limitations would preclude a safe design.  The use of a combination
of sediment and erosion control measures in order to achieve maximum
pollutant removal is encouraged.
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iii. Silt Fence and Diversions.  Sheet flow runoff from denuded areas shall
be intercepted by silt fence or diversions to protect adjacent properties
and water resources from sediment transported via sheet flow.  Where
intended to provide sediment control, silt fence shall be placed on a level
contour.  This permit does not preclude the use of other sediment barriers
designed to control sheet flow runoff.  The relationship between the
maximum drainage area to silt fence for a particular slope range is shown
in the table below. 

Maximum drainage area
(in acres) to 100 linear
feet of silt fence

Range of slope for a particular
drainage area (in percent)

0.5 < 2%

0.25 > 2% but < 20%

0.125 > 20% but < 50%

Storm water diversion practices shall be used to keep runoff away from
disturbed areas and steep slopes where practicable.  Such devices, which
include swales, dikes or berms, may receive storm water runoff from
areas up to 10 acres.

iv. Inlet Protection.  Other erosion and sediment control practices shall
minimize sediment laden water entering active storm drain systems,
unless the storm drain system drains to a sediment settling pond.

v. Stream Protection. If construction activities disturb areas adjacent to
streams, structural practices shall be designed and implemented on site
to protect all adjacent streams from the impacts of sediment runoff.  No
structural sediment controls (e.g., the installation of silt fence or a
sediment settling pond in-stream) shall be used in a stream.  For all
construction activities immediately adjacent to surface waters of the state,
it is recommended that a setback of at least 25-feet, as measured from
the ordinary high water mark of the surface water, be maintained in its
natural state as a permanent buffer.  Where impacts within this setback
area are unavoidable due to the nature of the construction activity (e.g.,
stream crossings for roads or utilities), the project shall be designed such
that the number of stream crossings and the width of the disturbance
within the setback area are minimized.

vi. Modifying Controls.  If periodic inspections or other information indicates
a control has been used inappropriately or incorrectly, the permittee must
replace or modify the control for site conditions.
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e. Post-Construction Storm Water Management Requirements.  So that
receiving stream’s physical, chemical, and biological characteristics are
protected and stream functions are maintained, post-construction storm water
practices shall provide perpetual management of runoff quality and quantity.
To meet the post-construction requirements of this permit, the SWP3 must
contain a description of the post-construction BMPs that will be installed
during construction for the site and the rationale for their selection. The
rationale must address the anticipated impacts on the channel and floodplain
morphology, hydrology, and water quality.

Detail drawings and maintenance plans must be provided for all post-
construction BMPs.  Maintenance plans shall be provided by the permittee to
the post-construction operator of the site (including homeowner associations)
upon completion of construction activities (prior to termination of permit
coverage).  For sites located within a community with a regulated municipal
separate storm sewer system (MS4), the permittee, land owner, or other
entity with legal control of the property may be required to develop and
implement a maintenance plan to comply with the requirements of the MS4.
Maintenance plans must ensure that pollutants collected within structural
post-construction practices, be disposed of in accordance with local, state,
and federal regulations.  Permittees, except for those regulated under the
small MS4 program, are not responsible under this permit for operation and
maintenance of post-construction practices once coverage under this permit
is terminated.

This permit does not preclude the use of innovation or experimental post-
construction storm water management technologies.  However, the director
may require discharges from such structures to be monitored to ensure
compliance with Part III.G.2.e of this permit.  The installation of structural
controls in certain scenarios may also require a separate permit under section
404 of the CWA.  Permittees are only responsible for the installation and
maintenance of storm water management measures prior to final stabilization
of the site and are not responsible for maintenance after storm water
discharges associated with construction activity have been eliminated from
the site.  However, post-construction storm water BMPs that discharge
pollutants from point sources once construction is completed, may in
themselves, need authorization under a separate NPDES permit.

Linear construction projects, (e.g., pipeline or utility line installation), which do
not result in the installation of impervious surface, are not required to comply
with the conditions of Part III.G.2.e of this permit.  However, linear
construction projects must be designed to minimize the number of stream
crossings and the width of disturbance.
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Large Construction Activities.  For all large construction activities (involving
the disturbance of five or more acres of land or will disturb less than five
acres, but is a part of a larger common plan of development or sale which will
disturb five or more acres of land), the post construction BMP(s) chosen must
be able to detain storm water runoff for protection of the stream channels,
stream erosion control, and improved water quality.  Structural (designed)
post-construction storm water treatment practices shall be incorporated into
the permanent drainage system for the site.  The BMP(s) chosen must be
sized to treat the water quality volume (WQv) and ensure compliance with
Ohio’s Water Quality Standards in OAC Chapter 3745-1.  The WQv shall be
equivalent to the volume of runoff from a 0.75-inch rainfall and shall be
determined according to one of the two following methods:

i. Through a site hydrologic study approved by the local municipal
permitting authority that uses continuous hydrologic simulation and local
long-term hourly precipitation records or

ii. Using the following equation:

WQv = C * P * A / 12
where:
WQv = water quality volume in acre-feet
C      = runoff coefficient appropriate for storms less than 1 inch           
           (see Table 1)
P       = 0.75 inch precipitation depth
A       = area draining into the BMP in acres

Table 1
Runoff Coefficients Based on the Type of Land Use

Land Use Runoff Coefficient

Industrial & Commercial 0.8

High Density Residential (>8 dwellings/acre) 0.5

Medium Density Residential (4 to 8 dwellings/acre) 0.4

Low Density Residential (<4 dwellings/acre) 0.3

Open Space and Recreational Areas 0.2
Where the land use will be mixed, the runoff coefficient should be calculated using a weighted
average.  For example, if 60% of the contributing drainage area to the storm water treatment
structure is Low Density Residential, 30% is High Density Residential, and 10% is Open
Space, the runoff coefficient is calculated as follows (0.6)(0.3) + (0.3)(0.5) + (0.1)(0.2) = 0.35.
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An additional volume equal to 20 percent of the WQv shall be incorporated
into the BMP for sediment storage and/or reduced infiltration capacity.  Ohio
EPA recommends that BMPs be designed according to the methodology
included in the Rainwater and Land Development manual or in another design
manual acceptable for use by Ohio EPA.

BMPs shall be designed such that the drain time is long enough to provide
treatment, but short enough to provide storage available for successive
rainfall events as described in Table 2 below.

Table 2
Target Draw Down (Drain) Times for Structural
Post-Construction Treatment Control Practices

Best Management Practice Drain Time of WQv

Infiltration 24 - 48 hours

Vegetated Swale and Filter Strip 24 hours

Extended Detention Basin (Dry Basins) 48 hours

Retention Basins (Wet Basins)* 24 hours

Constructed Wetlands (above permanent pool) 24 hours

Media Filtration, Bioretention 40 hours
* Provide both a permanent pool and an extended detention volume above the permanent
pool, each sized at 0.75 * WQv

The permittee may request approval from Ohio EPA to use alternative
structural post-construction BMPs if the permittee can demonstrate that the
alternative BMPs are equivalent in effectiveness to those listed in Table 2
above.  Construction activities shall be exempt from this condition if it can be
demonstrated that the WQv is provided within an existing structural post-
construction BMP that is part of a larger common plan of development or if
structural post-construction BMPs are addressed in a regional or local storm
water management plan.  Public entities (i.e., the state, counties, townships,
cities, or villages) shall comply with the post-construction storm water
management requirements of Part III.G.2.e for roadway construction projects
initiated after March 10, 2006 and where practicable for projects initiated as
of the effective date of this permit and thereafter.

For redevelopment projects (i.e., developments on previously developed
property), post-construction practices shall either ensure a 20 percent net
reduction of the site impervious area, provide for treatment of at least 20
percent of the WQv, or a combination of the two.
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Small Construction Activities.  For all small land disturbance activities (which
disturb one or more, but less than five acres of land and is not a part of a
larger common plan of development or sale which will disturb five or more
acres of land), a description of measures that will be installed during the
construction process to control pollutants in storm water discharges that will
occur after construction operations have been completed must be included
in the SWP3.  Structural measures should be placed on upland soils to the
degree attainable.

i. Such practices may include, but are not limited to: storm water detention
structures (including wet basins); storm water retention structures; flow
attenuation by use of open vegetated swales and natural depressions;
infiltration of runoff onsite; and sequential systems (which combine
several practices).  The SWP3 shall include an explanation of the
technical basis used to select the practices to control pollution where
flows exceed pre-development levels.

ii. Velocity dissipation devices shall be placed at discharge locations and
along the length of any outfall channel to provide non-erosive flow velocity
from the structure to a water course so that the natural physical and
biological characteristics and functions are maintained and protected
(e.g., no significant changes in the hydrological regime of the receiving
water).

f. Surface Water Protection.  If the project site contains any streams, rivers,
lakes, wetlands or other surface waters, certain construction activities at the
site may be regulated under the CWA and/or state isolated wetland permit
requirements.  Sections 404 and 401 of the Act regulate the discharge of
dredged or fill material into surface waters and the impacts of such activities
on water quality, respectively.  Construction activities in surface waters which
may be subject to CWA regulation and/or state isolated wetland permit
requirements include, but are not limited to: sewer line crossings, grading,
backfilling or culverting streams, filling wetlands, road and utility line
construction, bridge installation and installation of flow control structures.  If
the project contains streams, rivers, lakes or wetlands or possible wetlands,
the permittee must contact the appropriate U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
District Office.  (CAUTION: Any area of seasonally wet hydric soil is a
potential wetland - please consult the Soil Survey and list of hydric soils for
your County, available at your county’s Soil and Water Conservation District.
If you have any questions about Section 401 water quality certification, please
contact the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency, Section 401 Coordinator.)
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U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (Section 404 regulation):
Huntington, WV District (304) 529-5210 (Muskingum, Hocking and Scioto
River Basin)
Buffalo, NY District    (716) 879-4329 (Lake Erie Basin)
Pittsburgh, PA District (412) 395-7152 (Mahoning River Basin)
Louisville, KY District (502) 315-6678 (Little & Great Miami River Basin)

Ohio Environmental Protection Agency (Section 401 regulation):
Columbus, OH       (614) 644-2001 (all of Ohio)

g. Other controls.

i. Non-Sediment Pollutant Controls.  No solid (other than sediment) or
liquid waste, including building materials, shall be discharged in storm
water runoff.  The permittee must implement all necessary BMPs to
prevent the discharge of non-sediment pollutants to the drainage system
of the site or surface waters of the state.  Under no circumstance shall
concrete trucks wash out directly into a drainage channel, storm sewer or
surface waters of the state.  No exposure of storm water to waste
materials is recommended.

ii. Off-site traffic.  Off-site vehicle tracking of sediments and dust
generation shall be minimized.

iii. Compliance with other requirements.  The SWP3 shall be consistent
with applicable State and/or local waste disposal, sanitary sewer or septic
system regulations, including provisions prohibiting waste disposal by
open burning and shall provide for the proper disposal of contaminated
soils to the extent these are located within the permitted area. 

iv. Trench and ground water control.  There shall be no turbid discharges
to surface waters of the state resulting from dewatering activities.  If
trench or ground water contains sediment, it must pass through a
sediment settling pond or other equally effective sediment control device,
prior to being discharged from the construction site.  Alternatively,
sediment may be removed by settling in place or by dewatering into a
sump pit, filter bag or comparable practice.  Ground water dewatering
which does not contain sediment or other pollutants is not required to be
treated prior to discharge.  However, care must be taken when
discharging ground water to ensure that it does not become pollutant-
laden by traversing over disturbed soils or other pollutant sources.
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h. Maintenance.  All temporary and permanent control practices shall be
maintained and repaired as needed to ensure continued performance of their
intended function.  All sediment control practices must be maintained in a
functional condition until all up slope areas they control are permanently
stabilized.  The SWP3 shall be designed to minimize maintenance
requirements.  The applicant shall provide a description of maintenance
procedures needed to ensure the continued performance of control practices.

i. Inspections.  At a minimum, procedures in an SWP3 shall provide that all
controls on the site are inspected at least once every seven calendar days
and within 24 hours after any storm event greater than one-half inch of rain
per 24 hour period.  The permittee shall assign qualified inspection personnel
(those with knowledge and experience in the installation and maintenance of
sediment and erosion controls) to conduct these inspections to ensure that
the control practices are functional and to evaluate whether the SWP3 is
adequate and properly implemented in accordance with the schedule
proposed in Part III.G.1.g of this permit or whether additional control
measures are required.  Disturbed areas and areas used for storage of
materials that are exposed to precipitation shall be inspected for evidence of
or the potential for, pollutants entering the drainage system.  Erosion and
sediment control measures identified in the SWP3 shall be observed to
ensure that those are operating correctly.  Discharge locations shall be
inspected to ascertain whether erosion and sediment control measures are
effective in preventing significant impacts to the receiving waters.  Locations
where vehicles enter or exit the site shall be inspected for evidence of off-site
vehicle tracking.

The permittee shall maintain for three years following the submittal of a notice
of termination form, a record summarizing the results of the inspection,
names(s) and qualifications of personnel making the inspection, the date(s)
of the inspection, major observations relating to the implementation of the
SWP3 and a certification as to whether the facility is in compliance with the
SWP3 and the permit and identify any incidents of non-compliance.  The
record and certification shall be signed in accordance with Part V.G. of this
permit.

i. When practices require repair or maintenance.  If the inspection
reveals that a control practice is in need of repair or maintenance, with
the exception of a sediment settling pond, it must be repaired or
maintained within three days of the inspection.  Sediment settling ponds
must be repaired or maintained within 10 days of the inspection.
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ii. When practices fail to provide their intended function.  If the
inspection reveals that a control practice fails to perform its intended
function and that another, more appropriate control practice is required,
the SWP3 must be amended and the new control practice must be
installed within 10 days of the inspection.

iii. When practices depicted on the SWP3 are not installed.  If the
inspection reveals that a control practice has not been implemented in
accordance with the schedule contained in Part III.G.1.g of this permit,
the control practice must be implemented within 10 days from the date of
the inspection.  If the inspection reveals that the planned control practice
is not needed, the record must contain a statement of explanation as to
why the control practice is not needed.

3. Approved State or local plans.  All dischargers regulated under this general
permit must comply, except those exempted under state law, with the lawful
requirements of municipalities, counties and other local agencies regarding
discharges of storm water from construction activities.  All erosion and sediment
control plans and storm water management plans approved by local officials shall
be retained with the SWP3 prepared in accordance with this permit.  Applicable
requirements for erosion and sediment control and storm water management
approved by local officials are, upon submittal of a NOI form, incorporated by
reference and enforceable under this permit even if they are not specifically
included in an SWP3 required under this permit.  When the project is located
within the jurisdiction of a regulated municipal separate storm sewer system
(MS4), the permittee must certify that the SWP3 complies with the requirements
of the storm water management program of the MS4 operator.

4. Exceptions.  If specific site conditions prohibit the implementation of any of the
erosion and sediment control practices contained in this permit or site specific
conditions are such that implementation of any erosion and sediment control
practices contained in this permit will result in no environmental benefit, then the
permittee shall provide justification for rejecting each practice based on site
conditions.  Exceptions from implementing the erosion and sediment control
standards contained in this permit will be approved or denied on a case-by-case
basis.
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PART IV.  NOTICE OF TERMINATION REQUIREMENTS

A. Failure to notify.

The terms and conditions of this permit shall remain in effect until a signed Notice of
Termination (NOT) form is submitted.  Failure to submit an NOT constitutes a violation
of this permit and may affect the ability of the permittee to obtain general permit
coverage in the future.

B. When to submit an NOT

1. Permittees wishing to terminate coverage under this permit must submit an NOT
form in accordance with Part V.G. of this permit.  Compliance with this permit is
required until an NOT form is submitted.  The permittee’s authorization to
discharge under this permit terminates at midnight of the day the NOT form is
submitted.

2. All permittees must submit an NOT form within 45 days of completing all permitted
land disturbance activities.  Enforcement actions may be taken if a permittee
submits an NOT form without meeting one or more of the following conditions:

a. Final stabilization (see definition in Part VII) has been achieved on all portions
of the site for which the permittee is responsible (including, if applicable,
returning agricultural land to its pre-construction agricultural use);

b. Another operator(s) has assumed control over all areas of the site that have
not been finally stabilized;

c. For residential construction only, temporary stabilization has been completed
and the lot, which includes a home, has been transferred to the homeowner.
(Note: individual lots without housing which are sold by the developer must
undergo final stabilization prior to termination of permit coverage.); or

d. An exception has been granted under Part III.G.4.

C. How to submit an NOT

Permittees must use Ohio EPA’s approved NOT form.  The form must be completed
and mailed according to the instructions and signed in accordance with Part V.G of this
permit.
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PART V.  STANDARD PERMIT CONDITIONS.

A. Duty to comply.  

1. The permittee must comply with all conditions of this permit.  Any permit
noncompliance constitutes a violation of ORC Chapter 6111. and is grounds for
enforcement action.

2. Ohio law imposes penalties and fines for persons who knowingly make false
statements or knowingly swear or affirm the truth of a false statement previously
made.

B. Continuation of an expired general permit.  

An expired general permit continues in force and effect until a new general permit is
issued.

C. Need to halt or reduce activity not a defense.  

It shall not be a defense for a permittee in an enforcement action that it would have
been necessary to halt or reduce the permitted activity in order to maintain compliance
with the conditions of this permit.

D. Duty to mitigate.

The permittee shall take all reasonable steps to minimize or prevent any discharge in
violation of this permit which has a reasonable likelihood of adversely affecting human
health or the environment.

E. Duty to provide information.

The permittee shall furnish to the director, within 10 days of written request, any
information which the director may request to determine compliance with this permit.
The permittee shall also furnish to the director upon request copies of records required
to be kept by this permit.

F. Other information.  

When the permittee becomes aware that he or she failed to submit any relevant facts
or submitted incorrect information in the NOI, SWP3, NOT or in any other report to the
director, he or she shall promptly submit such facts or information.
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Part V

G. Signatory requirements.  

All NOIs, NOTs, SWP3s, reports, certifications or information either submitted to the
director or that this permit requires to be maintained by the permittee, shall be signed.

1. These items shall be signed as follows:

a. For a corporation:  By a responsible corporate officer.  For the purpose of this
section, a responsible corporate officer means:

i. A president, secretary, treasurer or vice-president of the corporation in
charge of a principal business function or any other person who performs
similar policy or decision-making functions for the corporation; or

ii. The manager of one or more manufacturing, production or operating
facilities, provided, the manager is authorized to make management
decisions which govern the operation of the regulated facility including
having the explicit or implicit duty of making major capital investment
recommendations and initiating and directing other comprehensive
measures to assure long-term environmental compliance with
environmental laws and regulations; the manager can ensure that the
necessary systems are established or actions taken to gather complete
and accurate information for permit application requirements; and where
authority to sign documents has been assigned or delegated to the
manager in accordance with corporate procedures;

b. For a partnership or sole proprietorship:  By a general partner or the
proprietor, respectively; or

c. For a municipality, State, Federal or other public agency: By either a principal
executive officer or ranking elected official.  For purposes of this section, a
principal executive officer of a Federal agency includes (1) the chief executive
officer of the agency or (2) a senior executive officer having responsibility for
the overall operations of a principal geographic unit of the agency (e.g.,
Regional Administrators of U.S. EPA).

2. All reports required by the permits and other information requested by the director
shall be signed by a person described in Part V.G.1 of this permit or by a duly
authorized representative of that person.  A person is a duly authorized
representative only if:
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Part V.G.2

a. The authorization is made in writing by a person described in Part V.G.1 of
this permit and submitted to the director;

b. The authorization specifies either an individual or a position having
responsibility for the overall operation of the regulated facility or activity, such
as the position of manager, operator of a well or well field, superintendent,
position of equivalent responsibility or an individual or position having overall
responsibility for environmental matters for the company.  (A duly authorized
representative may thus be either a named individual or any individual
occupying a named position); and

c. The written authorization is submitted to the director.

3. Changes to authorization.  If an authorization under Part V.G.2 of this permit is no
longer accurate because a different individual or position has responsibility for the
overall operation of the facility, a new authorization satisfying the requirements of
Part V.G.2 of this permit must be submitted to the director prior to or together with
any reports, information or applications to be signed by an authorized
representative.

H. Certification.  

Any person signing documents under this section shall make the following certification:

"I certify under penalty of law that this document and all attachments were
prepared under my direction or supervision in accordance with a system
designed to assure that qualified personnel properly gathered and
evaluated the information submitted.  Based on my inquiry of the person
or persons who manage the system or those persons directly responsible
for gathering the information, the information submitted is, to the best of
my knowledge and belief, true, accurate and complete.  I am aware that
there are significant penalties for submitting false information, including
the possibility of fine and imprisonment for knowing violations."

I. Oil and hazardous substance liability.

Nothing in this permit shall be construed to preclude the institution of any legal action
or relieve the permittee from any responsibilities, liabilities or penalties to which the
permittee is or may be subject under section 311 of the CWA or 40 CFR Part 112.  40
CFR Part 112 establishes procedures, methods and equipment and other requirements
for equipment to prevent the discharge of oil from non-transportation-related onshore
and offshore facilities into or upon the navigable surface waters of the State or
adjoining shorelines.
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Part V

J. Property rights.

The issuance of this permit does not convey any property rights of any sort, nor any
exclusive privileges, nor does it authorize any injury to private property nor any invasion
of personal rights, nor any infringement of Federal, State or local laws or regulations.

K. Severability.

The provisions of this permit are severable and if any provision of this permit or the
application of any provision of this permit to any circumstance, is held invalid, the
application of such provision to other circumstances and the remainder of this permit
shall not be affected thereby.

L. Transfers.

Ohio NPDES general permit coverage is transferable.  Ohio EPA must be notified in
writing sixty days prior to any proposed transfer of coverage under an Ohio NPDES
general permit.  The transferee must inform Ohio EPA it will assume the responsibilities
of the original permittee transferor.

M. Environmental laws.

No condition of this permit shall release the permittee from any responsibility or
requirements under other environmental statutes or regulations.

N. Proper operation and maintenance. 

The permittee shall at all times properly operate and maintain all facilities and systems
of treatment and control (and related appurtenances) which are installed or used by the
permittee to achieve compliance with the conditions of this permit and with the
requirements of SWP3s.  Proper  operation and maintenance requires the operation
of backup or auxiliary facilities or similar systems, installed by a permittee only when
necessary to achieve compliance with the conditions of the permit.

O. Inspection and entry.  

The permittee shall allow the director or an authorized representative of Ohio EPA,
upon the presentation of credentials and other documents as may be required by law,
to:
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Part V.O

1. Enter upon the permittee's premises where a regulated facility or activity is located
or conducted or where records must be kept under the conditions of this permit;

2. Have access to and copy at reasonable times, any records that must be kept
under the conditions of this permit; and

3. Inspect at reasonable times any facilities or equipment (including monitoring and
control equipment).

PART VI.  REOPENER CLAUSE

A. If there is evidence indicating potential or realized impacts on water quality due to any
storm water discharge associated with construction activity covered by this permit, the
permittee of such discharge may be required to obtain coverage under an individual
permit or an alternative general permit in accordance with Part I.C of this permit or the
permit may be modified to include different limitations and/or requirements.

B. Permit modification or revocation will be conducted according to ORC Chapter 6111.

PART VII. DEFINITIONS

A. “Act” means Clean Water Act (formerly referred to as the Federal Water Pollution
Control Act or Federal Water Pollution Control Act Amendments of 1972)  Pub. L. 92-
500, as amended Pub. L. 95-217, Pub. L. 95-576, Pub. L. 96-483, Pub. L. 97-117 and
Pub. L. 100-4, 33 U.S.C. 1251 et. seq.

B. “Best management practices (BMPs)” means schedules of activities, prohibitions of
practices, maintenance procedures and other management practices (both structural
and non-structural) to prevent or reduce the pollution of surface waters of the state.
BMP's also include treatment requirements, operating procedures and practices to
control plant and/or construction site runoff, spillage or leaks, sludge or waste disposal
or drainage from raw material storage.

C. “Commencement of construction” means the initial disturbance of soils associated with
clearing, grubbing, grading, placement of fill or excavating activities or other
construction activities.

D. “Concentrated storm water runoff” means any storm water runoff which flows through
a drainage pipe, ditch, diversion or other discrete conveyance channel.

E. “Director” means the director of the Ohio Environmental Protection Agency.
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Part VII

F. “Discharge” means the addition of any pollutant to the surface waters of the state from
a point source.

G. “Disturbance” means any clearing, grading, excavating, filling, or other alteration of land
surface where natural or man-made cover is destroyed in a manner that exposes the
underlying soils.

H. “Final stabilization” means that either:

1. All soil disturbing activities at the site are complete and a uniform perennial
vegetative cover (e.g., evenly distributed, without large bare areas) with a density
of at least 70 percent cover for the area has been established on all unpaved
areas and areas not covered by permanent structures or equivalent stabilization
measures (such as the use of mulches, rip-rap, gabions or geotextiles) have been
employed.  In addition, all temporary erosion and sediment control practices are
removed and disposed of and all trapped sediment is permanently stabilized to
prevent further erosion; or

2. For individual lots in residential construction by either:

a. The homebuilder completing final stabilization as specified above or

b. The homebuilder establishing temporary stabilization including perimeter
controls for an individual lot prior to occupation of the home by the
homeowner and informing the homeowner of the need for and benefits of,
final stabilization.  (Homeowners typically have an incentive to put in the
landscaping functionally equivalent to final stabilization as quick as possible
to keep mud out of their homes and off sidewalks and driveways.); or

3. For construction projects on land used for agricultural purposes (e.g., pipelines
across crop or range land), final stabilization may be accomplished by returning
the disturbed land to its pre-construction agricultural use.  Areas disturbed that
were previously used for agricultural activities, such as buffer strips immediately
adjacent to surface waters of the state and which are not being returned to their
pre-construction agricultural use, must meet the final stabilization criteria in (1) or
(2) above.

I. “Individual Lot NOI” means a Notice of Intent for an individual lot to be covered by this
permit (see parts I and II of this permit).

J. “Larger common plan of development or sale”- means a contiguous area where
multiple separate and distinct construction activities may be taking place at different
times on different schedules under one plan.
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Part VII

K. “MS4" means municipal separate storm sewer system which means a conveyance or
system of conveyances (including roads with drainage systems, municipal streets,
catch basins, curbs, gutters, ditches, man-made channels or storm drains) that are:

1. Owned or operated by the federal government, state, municipality, township,
county, district(s) or other public body (created by or pursuant to state or federal
law) including special district under state law such as a sewer district, flood control
district or drainage districts or similar entity or a designated and approved
management agency under section 208 of the act that discharges into surface
waters of the state; and

2. Designed or used for collecting or conveying solely storm water,

3. Which is not a combined sewer and

4. Which is not a part of a publicly owned treatment works.

L. “National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES)” means the national
program for issuing, modifying, revoking and reissuing, terminating, monitoring and
enforcing permits and enforcing pretreatment requirements, under sections 307, 402,
318 and 405 of the CWA.  The term includes an "approved program."

M. “NOI” means notice of intent to be covered by this permit.

N. “NOT” means notice of termination.

O. “Operator” means any party associated with a construction project that meets either of
the following two criteria:

1. The party has operational control over construction plans and specifications,
including the ability to make modifications to those plans and specifications; or

2. The party has day-to-day operational control of those activities at a project which
are necessary to ensure compliance with an SWP3 for the site or other permit
conditions (e.g., they are authorized to direct workers at a site to carry out
activities required by the SWP3 or comply with other permit conditions).

As set forth in Part II.A, there can be more than one operator at a site and under these
circumstances, the operators shall be co-permittees.

P. “Owner or operator” means the owner or operator of any “facility or activity” subject to
regulation under the NPDES program. 
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Part VII

Q. “Permanent stabilization” means the establishment of permanent vegetation, decorative
landscape mulching, matting, sod, rip rap and landscaping techniques to provide
permanent erosion control on areas where construction operations are complete or
where no further disturbance is expected for at least one year.

R. “Percent imperviousness” means the impervious area created divided by the total area
of the project site.

S. “Point source” means any discernible, confined and discrete conveyance, including but
not limited to, any pipe, ditch, channel, tunnel, conduit, well, discrete fissure, container,
rolling stock, concentrated animal feeding operation, landfill leachate collection system,
vessel or the floating craft from which pollutants are or may be discharged.  This term
does not include return flows from irrigated agriculture or agricultural storm water
runoff.

T. “Rainwater and Land Development” is a manual describing construction and post-
construction best management practices and associated specifications.  A copy of the
manual may be obtained by contacting the Ohio Department of Natural Resources,
Division of Soil & Water Conservation.

U. “Riparian area” means the transition area between flowing water and terrestrial (land)
ecosystems composed of trees, shrubs and surrounding vegetation which serve to
stabilize erodible soil, improve both surface and ground water quality, increase stream
shading and enhance wildlife habitat.

V. “Runoff coefficient” means the fraction of total rainfall that will appear at the
conveyance as runoff.

W. “Sediment settling pond” means a sediment trap, sediment basin or permanent basin
that has been temporarily modified for sediment control, as described in the latest
edition of the Rainwater and Land Development manual.

X. “State isolated wetland permit requirements” means the requirements set forth in
Sections 6111.02 through 6111.029 of the ORC.

Y. “Storm water” means storm water runoff, snow melt and surface runoff and drainage.

Z. “Surface waters of the state” or “water bodies” means all streams, lakes, reservoirs,
ponds, marshes, wetlands or other waterways which are situated wholly or partially
within the boundaries of the state, except those private waters which do not combine
or effect a junction with natural surface or underground waters.  Waters defined as
sewerage systems, treatment works or disposal systems in Section 6111.01 of the
ORC are not included.
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Part VII

AA. “SWP3” means storm water pollution prevention plan.

BB. “Temporary stabilization” means the establishment of temporary vegetation,
mulching, geotextiles, sod, preservation of existing vegetation and other
techniques capable of quickly establishing cover over disturbed areas to provide
erosion control between construction operations.

CC. “Water Quality Volume (WQv)” means the volume of storm water runoff which must
be captured and treated prior to discharge from the developed site after
construction is complete.  WQv is based on the expected runoff generated by the
mean storm precipitation volume from post-construction site conditions at which
rapidly diminishing returns in the number of runoff events captured begins to
occur.
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